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| fall themſelves from their 
flaming ſeat, but by their furious over- driving 
invelep the World in unguenchable combuſti» 
.0nz 4 and when they bave thus ſet the whole 
Globe wn 6 Blaze, this they term A new light. 
Þ is remorkgble in Seripture, that Jehugwbo 
drove furiouſly \ __ »p [chonadab to 
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ſee 


| The Stoicks AddrefG 
he what zeal be bad for the bouſe of God, 


was even at that inflant, doing it more wrong 
then ever was done #0 it by unconcerned Gal- 
lio, who flantingly cared for none of theſe 
things. © 4nd thet nene of 'all the Apoſtolick 
Conclave 'defired ever fire "might rain from 
ghove apon miſ-believers, except the ſans of 
Zebedee, who immediately thereafter, arri= 
ved at that pitch of vanity, as to deſire to ſit 
in bexven upon Chriftr right and left hand. 
" And that Peter , who was the firft who did 
draw « ſword in bis Maſters quarrel , was 
likewayt the firſt who denyed bim. - Firy Zeal 
blows ſoon up ſueb combuſtible maiter as the 
ſons of Zebedee : and that flaſh being ſpent 
and evaporat , a fall follows, as befel Peter, 
As that body is hardly czrable, which ttev« 
tains ſuch ill- ſuited neighbours as # cold $to- 
mack and a bot Liver : 'ſo, the bolly of the 
viſible Church may be now-concl to be in 
a very di diapered danilieics, when it».Chari- 
ty waxeth cold, and its Zeal bot, beyond what 
is due to either : and theſe Feveriſ®ſs of 
unnatural Zeal , wherewith the Church is 
troubled in its old and cold age, betokens too 
_—_ it draws meer its laſt period. 
The incon/iderableneſ7 likewaysr of - our 
differences , and inconſiderateneſt _—_ 
bib they 
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to the Phanaticks. 


they are purſued, induces me to believe, that 
the Zepl now a-la-mode, i not that boly fire 
which is kindled by a coal from the Alter but 
is that Ignis fatuus, or wildfire, which i1 but 
a Meteor piec'd wp of malignant Vaponrr, 
and js obſerved 2 tan Churchyard: ofter 
then otber places, | 

I am none of thoſe who acknowledge no 
Temples , beſides theſe of their own heads. 


" And I amof opimien, that ſuch as think that 


they bave a (burch wubin tbeir own breaſts, 


- ſhowld likeways believe , that their bead: are 


Steeples, and ſo ſhould provide them with 

bells. I believe that there is a Church-mili- 

tant, wbich, like tbe Ark,, muſt lodge in its 

bowels all ſuch as are to be ſaved from the 

floud of condemnation : but, to cbalk out its 
bordering lines js beyond the Geography of my 

Religion. He was infallible, wbo compared 
Gods Spirit tothe wind which bloweth 
where it liſteth 2 we hear the found of it, 
but know not whence it comes, or whither 
it goeth. And the name graven upon the 
white ſtone , none knows but be who baib it, 
Eli concluded Hannah to be drunk, when 
ſhe was powring out ber ſoul before ber 
Maker : and Elias believed, that the Church 
in bis days y was ftinted to bis own perſon ;, © 
A 3 and 


The Stoicks Addre(s 
and yu God told bim , that there were ſeven 

thouſand m Wrae! who bad wot bowed their 

knees to Baal ; Why then ſhould any pri- 

vate Chriſtian determine , magiit erially , 
ear wherein the greateſt of Prophets er- 
rea / 

The Reed wherewith the Temple was to be 
meaſured, Revel. 11. 2. was onely entru{t- 
edto an Angel ; and yet be bad not in com 
miſſion to meaſure the Conre that was 
without, becauſe it was given tothe Gen» 
riles. And albeit, Revel. 7. the nxember of 
the Fews who were ſaved is determined; yet 
the number of Gentiler is left indefinite, aud 
 feid to be numberleſs. 

There i« notbing more ordinary , then for 
each Nation to confine the Church within 


themſelves : And in that Nation again, one | 


corner will bave themſelves the Santum 
Sanforum of that onely Temple ; albeit our 
Saviowr in bis Goſpel aſſures us , that men 
ſhall come from all corners of +be world , and 


fit down with Abraham , Ifazc and Jacob. | 


eAnd John is bis Revelation tells ws, t9t 
multitudes of all Nations, Kindreds and F a+ 
milies, were ſeen following the Lamb, Upon 
this ſame block, do theſe likeways ſtumble 

who put the bolt of their unebarizebleneſs 
wpon 
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upon the gates of Heaven, to debar whole 
Profeſſions » ſuch as Lawyers and Phyſiti- 
ans , from entring in thereat ; notwithſtan- 
ding that tbe above-cneed place tells us , that 
tbere were only twelve thouſand of the tribe 
of Levi the <prieſt choſen, and the like © 
number was prickt in the tribe of Judah, 
the Law-giver : Aaron the Prieſt did 
mould the golden Calf, and not Moſes the 
Fudge; and Korah and Dathan were Le- 
vites, and\'yet mutined againſt their © A{a+ 
giſtrates. 

I ſay net this to diſparage that boly Funtii- 
on : for none ſhall wiſh Aarons rod to flouriſh 
more then my ſelf ; and ordinarily , theſe 
who love not to touch the Lords Ancinted, 
will likewiſe be ſure to do bis Prophets no 
barm ; but, I ſay it totake off an aſperſion 
which bath ftain'd too long , and too injuſtly, 
thoſe of my own profeſſion. {1 net the Chureh 
our common Mother f albeit , 1 confeſs, ſhe 
is likeways their Nurſe , in a more partics- 
lar way ; end fince there & Heavenly Mannah 
enough to aliment us dll, why ſhould Chriſtiaus 
deny to admit their bretbren to an cqual par- 
tage # 

It grieves me fore to ſee my Moatber tbe 
Church tortuer'd like Rebecca , by carryin? 

A 4 ftragling 


The Stoicks Addreſs 
firmeling twins im her pained bowelf. And 
ſeeing all Chriſtians are but pilgrims bere, 
I admire that theſe pilerims ſhonld leave off 
to journey , ant ſtand chirmiſhing and fight> 
ing with all ſuch as will not travel their road, 
And albeit we acknowledge , that the Spirit 
of God takes paines, ahd is ſufficient for lead- 
ing all men in the-way wherein they ſhould 
walk; yet, ws miſt compell them, as if eitber 
He needed our bel), or we reſolved to ſhare 
with bim the glory of their converſion. This 
God( who loves us 2l] infinitely better then any 
one of us doth another ) leaves us , upon our 
own bazard, a freedome in our eboice, albeit 
we poor miſcreants compel! me another, deny- 
ing to our fellow-greatm es that freedome 
which be allows all the Creation. 1 wiſh we 
would conſider bow each man eats, drinks, 
cares for bis family , and performers all com- 
mon duties, yational enough without any com- 
puiſion; and , in the affairs of Religion, 
wherein dowbtleſs man is led by 'a*far more 
infallible aſſiſtance , there are many ſlips 
committed ,- daily and pgyoſly , netwitbſtan- 
ding 'of all the pains taken, and foree wſed © 
by one man towards another. Thus it fares 
with uw as with Patients , whom when the 
Phyfitian flints to a narror» dyet , then they 
. loath 


'rothe Phanaticks. 
lath even that food , which their mnrei- 
ned appetite would never have rejeted. 
And this makes me apt to believe, that if 
Laws and Law-givers did not maty Here- 
ticks pain, by taking. #00 much wotice of 
their- extravagancies , the world ſhould be 
no more :ronbled with theſe , then they are 
with the Chimera's of Alchymiſts and Phi- 
loſophers. And it fares with" them as 
with Tops, which, bow long they ave ſcour- 
ged, keep foot and and run upleaſontly, but fall 
bow ſoon they are neglefied and left to them- 
ſelves. 

In order to which , it was wittily obſer» 
ved by our great King James the Sixth , 
that the Puritans of hu age - ſtrove with 
bins, and yet ceded at firſt ', in « difference 
betreen them and the Shooe-makers of Edin- 
bargh: For , net onely pleaſes it their bu- 
mour- to contend where they gaine honour 
ant tan life none , but likewayes , by conte-= 
ſting with Monarchs, they magnifie to the 
people their pions courage, aſſuring the 
world, that ſuch attempts require a parti- 
cnlar aſſiſtance from Heavrn'; -and when 
their j ingling bath extorted ſome conceſ- 
frons from the Maziftrate, ( 4s ordina+ 
rily'it doth ) then 1bey preſs that ſucceſs 
as 
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4 an infolible mark of the Jure-divi- 
noſhip of - thetr quarrel. _ Albert , 1 con- 
Yeſs, that when tbeſe, mat anly recede from 
the canonized Creed of the Church , but 
likewoyes incroach upon the Laws of the 
State, then #s of all 1bers, they are the moft 


_— $0,, of all others, they ſhould be 
feeereh prviſhog. 
Opiunzon kept within foyer bound, 


"I ad of the minde: and ſo it 
DE » that to puniſh the body for 


thet which is @ gailt of the ſoul, is as 
unjuſt as to py one relation for ano- 
#ber. . And 7 s blaodg-ilnrſty weal , which 
bath reigned in or age , ſuppoſes our moſt 
eercifal God zo he of - ſame tem 
witly theſe pagan Deities , who deſired to 
have their Altars gored with blood; and 
being devils themſelver , delighted in tbe 
deftruflion of men : wheress the Almighty, 
who delights mot in the death of a finner, 
but rather tbat þe ſhould repens and live, 
bath left n91 warrant upon boly Record, for 
perſecuting ſuch as diſſent from ws ; but 
even when be commands that | the 
Prophets, who tempt others to idolatry, 
ſhould be ſtain 1 yet , fpeaks He notbing of 
puniſhing theſe who were ſeduced by them. 
And 


— 
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to the Phanaticks. 
And why ſhould we ſhew ſo much violence in 
theſe things whereof we ean ſhew no certain 
evidence ? as ordinarily we cannot in cireume 
fundamental debates. Are we not read) to con= 
demn 0 day » as Phbanatich,, what yefierday 
wa judged Jure-divino ? and do not even 
thoſe who perſecuted others for their options, 
admire why they ſhowld be , »pon tht ſcore, 
perſecuted themſelves ? So that (- willory 
depending upon event ) we legitimate the 
perſeentions , to be uſed by otbers, againſt 
fur ſelver , by the perſecutions wſed by owr 
ſelves againſt others, Onur Saviour fore 
bids us to pluck up the taves, leſt the wheat be 
pulled up with it 5. and bow can tbe moſt pious 
perſecuters know, that the $ aints are not de- 
ftroyed with the Sinners ? 

It is remarkable , that our Saviour diſar» 
med zealow Peter , even when be was ſer« 
ving Him in perſon , in bis greateſt firaits, 
and againſt the proftigat of His enemies, the 
Fews ; and that to prevent the ivre- 
gular zeal even of the firſt and beſt of 
Chriftions, the bleſſed Aprſtles 5 their di- 
vine Mafter tbought it fit to arme them not 
with ſwords , but with ſcrips , and 10 root 
owt of tbeir bearts all rbozghts of wiolence, 
did oft ixculcate in them , that His King» 
dona 
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dem was not of this world; convincing them 
by an excellent argument , that He bad no 
need of arms or armyes; for elſe He could 
have ' commanded thouſands of g Angels. 
Did ever God command the Jewes to war 
againſt any neighbouring nation becauſe they 
were Pagans? ( @ quarrel which would 
| have laſted till, oil the world bad been con+ 
guered :) Or,did our $aviour leave in legacy 
to bis ſervants, that they ſhould force others to 
turn proſelyte; ? wbich doubtleſs be bad done, 
if be bad reſolved to allore ſuch a rude mean 
' of converſion. All which maker me admit e, 
why inour late Troubles, men really pious, 
end natxrally ſober, could have been ſo tranſ- 
ported ,” as to deftray whom they could not 
convince, an4 to perſwade theſe who were 
convinced , that Religion obliged them to de> 
ſtroy otber.. 

My beart bleed; when I conſider bow ſcaf- 
folds were dyed with Chriftian bloud, andthe 
fields covered with the carcaſes of mgrrtber« 
ed Chriftians : and it's probeble, that 
there were more damned by unprepared 
deaths, in the fields, thex were ſaved by pre- 
ping $ in incendiary Churcbes : and 
in this , I admire the clemencie of eur Royal 
Maſter , who, alvcit His Cane was more 

juſt 
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jult then theirs , albeit'He might bave con« 
vinced them by obtruding to them their own 
pratfices ;' yet, bath rather choſen to com- 
mand - with bis Scepter, then bis Sword. 
Bat, if the glory of God were the mark, at 
which theſe ds level, why beſtow they nos 
their zeal, rather in converting ſuch as 
ſcarce hnow or acknowledge that there is a 
God? And why are they more enraged againſt 
theſe who agree with them in moſt things, 
then theſe who diſſem from them in all ? 
T ake not C briftians more pains t0 refiete one 
another , then to convince Gentiles f And 
ſtand not ſome Epiſtopiſts and Precbyterians 
at grearey diſtance, vben eitber do with Turks 
and Pagans ? And to evidencetbat rather 
bumonr- then piety vecafions our differences, 
wt may eaſily perceive, that the meaner the 

ſubjelt is, the heat is always the greater. 
If: I bad ever known ſo mach as one whoſe 
faith bad been the Tropby of a debate,T ſhould 
allow of debates in matters of Religion : but 
Jering men cannos be convinced by Miracler, 
it were ridiculous to preſs Converſion by Ar- 
guments. All the Divines in Europe conld 
wot preſs the befi-founded of their controver- 
ted" and polemick.trutbs , with ſo much Seri- 
pture , or ſo many miracles as our bleſſed $ a= 
Viowr 


The 'Stoicks Addreſs 
viowr did bis awn'Divinity ( which is the 
foundation of all truths Jond yet the Jews and 
almoſt all tbe world beſides, ſligbted this inf al- 
lible datirine. And to evidence that there 
is a ſeaſon of Graee, independent from argu- 
ments, did not many thouſands turn proſelytes 
«t Peters Sermon ? whom all axer Saviours 
Homilies and miracles could not perſwade. 
If one ſhaxld ſay , tbat the teſtimony of @ few 
fiſhermen ſhould nat be nn rh yp in a matter 
of ſo great con/equence,, 45 is the ſalvation of 
the whele world, eperialy when they did de- 
\pane & witneſſes y in a watter wherein both 
their howonr and Gvelibood was concerned, 
might wot this flagger ſame mean C briftions? 
dd. yet' 1 believe theſe 1rmtbe ſommeb the 
more , becauſe ſuch as tbeſe were its firſt aſ- 
ſertors-:. for, certainly #14 one of the greateſt 
of miracles, that ſo few, and ſo illiterate per- 
ſons were able to convince the whole world. 
Thus we ſees that one may account that a mi- 
raclc, another looky wpon at +; pug 
Jet, nane but Gods Spirit can dfci 
troverſie. ) Matters ws Religion and Faith, 
reſembling ſome curiaus Piliurec, and Optick, 
Priſmes, which ſeem to change ſhapes and co- 


lowrs, according to the al flexes 
_ which the + rh 0s Ways _ 
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to the Phanaticks; 
The balance of on judgements bath catch» 
ed ſach a bruiſe by Adams fall , tbat ſcarce 
can we by them know the weight of any argu< 
ment. Put, which is worſe, there is as great 
s defe in our partial ageing s & in the 
ſcales themſelves : for + when we take either 
the pro or con' of any Comtroverfie into our 
Patronage,we throw always im arguments in» 
t0 that ſcale , wherein our own opinion lies, 
without ever taking leaſure ro conclude what 
may be alledged for the antipode propoſition : 
and then,whin we receive an anſwer, our in 
vention is buſred, not in pondering bow much 
convillien it bath in it, but by what ſlight is 
may be anſwered: and thus either paſſion, in» 
tereſt , or frequent meditation, are ſtill the 
weirbts which caſt tbe balance. | 
This fiery weal bars tikeways made anc- 
ther pimple fluſh owt in the face of the Pha» 
natick C burch', and that is, @ conceir bat 
the Suimty have the- oxely right 10.4 Gads 
creatures the wicked being only nſwrpers,and 
not maſters of tbryy + - Bun, 1 bave beard this 
opinion ( ſo beaftly is it ) confated by Ba- 
ham's Aſs , who conld tell its Maſter, - Am 
gor 1-thine own Ak > When end 
#he people did covenant without Moſes, then 
every gan did bring bis car-rimgs to make 
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the golden Calf. . And we have lived in 
T Age , wberein we have ſeen our C ountry- 
-mren, like the Chaldeans, take the furniture 
both of the Temple and of the Kings bouſe, 

and. cargy them away to their Babylon of 
 -confuſuns; and inan Age wherein ſober men 

were forced io lend Moneys , to buy for their 
own arms tbe beavie ſhackles of ſlavery 3 


hes ancum —_ pour ſuadere -malorum. 


; dowbileſ; Sims at.1wo great de- 

SOSA" the firſt-T able, to Perſwpade 

as to-adere God Almighty. Another. is to per- 
Jwadeima,- like 10 the ſecond Table, to love 
owr.Ne1 5 and tobe a meenteſeti all 

f alouſies , ſſce 8 ani- 
2, whech betrch wich occaſion ; and 
"this. appears by the + ai ow by the 
 "Angels-at: our, Soviewrs: birth ,. Glory. to 
God, 1 .and good-will towards 
meg." ee. 4a = private.Cbri- 
ſhaw!d be tolerate is fellowſmbjels 

; Lermrrry God inwardly RR to bis con« 
S iſotence © ſo all ſhowld conſpire in that exte- 

' rior  Uniformity of Worſhip Fa, which the 
 Lams of bis Gonmry enjoyn. - rſt re« 
mark which God mede'f wu Rs Crea- 


tion, 


aq 
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to the Phanaticks. 
tion; w4, that ir was tot fir for man to 


healone ; there was owely one Ark among ft - 


ther by Gods own appoimtment. And ſee- 
ing the Shes terms the Charch ('brift's 
Spouſe , it were abſurd to think that He 
will divorce from ber npon every error of 
eſcape 3 eſpecially , ſeeing His bleſſed month 
bath told w, that under the Goſpel it it 
not larweful to divorce wpon all occaſions ; and 
if He will not for theſe deny ber to be Hit 
Spouſe , mach leſſe ſhould we deny ber to be 
our Mother. May not one, who is convinced 
in bis judgment , that ( Monareby ir1be beſt 
of Governments , live bappily in Venice 6r 
Holland ? And that Travailer were abſurd, 
who would rather ſquable with theſt amongſt 
whom be ſojourns , then obſerve 1beſe rites 
and ſolemmities which are required by the 
Laws of the places where be liver} What 
is once flatnted by «a Law, we all conſent 
to, im choofrmg Commiſſioners tos repreſen 
w in tbeſe Parliaments where the Laws are 
made; and ſo if they ordain us to be deci» 


mated , or to leave the Natim if we con« 


form not , we cannet ſay, when that Law 
is put to execxtrion, that we” are oppreft 1 
”o more then we conld complain, 1f one 
did remove w legally from theſe Lands 

B which 


the Stoicks' Addreſs 
which he purchaſed from our Trufice , whom 
we bad impowred taſellit. 
- eAs David ſaidtoSaul, 1 Sam. 26. 20. 
Why went the King out to catch a flea? $9 
may 4 ſay to our great Droines, Why con- 
travert they about ſhadows ? Is it fit that 
Chriſtians , who finde it too great a tack to 
govern their private ſouls, ſhould be ſo much 
concerned bow the Church is governed by 0+ 
thers ?' Wherefore , ſeeing many bave beer: 
Javed who were miſt inexpert in theſe que- 
ftions, and that fooliſh zeal , paſſion , and 
#00. much cariofitie therein , bath damned 
many, {'may.conclude , that to = theſe, 
7s neitber neceſſary. bec awſe of the firſt, nor 
expedient, hee, of the laſt. 

Since diſcretion opened my eyes , I have 
alwayes judg'd it neceſſary for a Chriſtian, to 
look of tner to his Praftice of Piety , then 
to bis. Confeflion of Faith; and to fear 
more the crookedmeſ; of bis will , then the 
blindnefſe of bis judgment ; delighting more 
80 walks en from grace tc grace, working out 
#be work of bis own ſalvation with fear and 
trembling , they to ſtand ſtill with tbe 
Galileans curiouſly gazing up 10 beaven. 
Trae Religion and-'undefiled is t0 viſit 

, the widow and the. fatherleſſe ; and the dit- 
tay 
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| gay drawn wþ againſt the damned ſpirits ſhall 

be, That when our Saviours poor ones were 

hungry, they did not feed them ; when they 
| were naked, they did not cloath them,without 
' mentioning any thing of their unbelief in 
matters of Controverſie or Government, And 
therefore 1 bope, that theſe to wbom 1 addreſs 
my ſelf in this diſcourſe , will rather believe 
me to be their friend, becauſe of their piety, 
then their enemy, becanſe of their errors. 
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C HAP. L 
Of (Atheiſne, 


Lbeic Man be bur a Starue 
of duſt kneaded wirh tearts 
moved by the hid j07-(nan 
of his rettleſs paſſhons 1 
clod of earch , which the 
ſhorreſt Fever can burt co 


FLEA the le:(t ſhowre of theums waſh 
away £0 nothing : Yet makes he as mach 
noiſe in the world, 2s ff both the Globes 
( choſe glorious Twins ) had been an- 
wombed from that formleſs Chaos » by 
the Midwifry of his Wir : he -__ 

B 3 


nf 


\ 


ts 


Y They ns , 
is lighcnigps, brearhes ors; 
enttmmunty 


I op his commands are 
able co aſs pets the Pales. From which 


conhdenc nciode 
nacupal} in&; or,; he Scaigks 
tefn it, wi; vis aw», had fiot” icrefilibly 


bowed = en wWhilenc ro a Deity , he 


_ th GN (6s A or 


Cc 
ledge ) fufer's to creepinto his Creed, 

TimeTtrere was 6ffe preater rhen himfelf, 
who could rein his afte&ions, and bound 
their effe&s, according to the diares of 
his irrefiſtible'will. 


: .albeic Regiments of Arc ws, 
Ki! h ; Fog farely of 
| arched Pend, and fromt/rhe in- 
Age "1 Embroidery of earths! 

are for conquers Ov, 
Wy of Sthers, and for r Them 

Hud eo that all-forming' Effence + 

.Yer,». doth my faith. render up the arms 
of: us depraved Reaſon', and tur Proſe- 
1yte ro chis divine truch,upon rhe ſole fight 
7 of, theſe dying Arheills; ' who, 


throw up their eyes to heaven, 281f they 
ſenr 


any ſurprifkt , do wich amazement | 


Or Stock, Fi 


ſenctheic-looks itv ambaſſage to beg aſſift- 
ance from thencezand cryGod ſave weas if 
theſe-beaſtly ſouls ,- when atraqued unex- 
pectedly, knew whence their health were 
co be expeRted : [Like to other fick btures, 
who when aſſavlced by ſickneſs, are; by che 
hand of that ſame Rorge and inſtinR,led ro 
ſome herb or lowEf7 Which is an Apothe- 
caries ſhop appointed by nature for rhem. 
Neither think-I cheſe argumencs which 
are ewifted coaghe! of chree- propoficts 
ons ſo firong as: theſe inftinAs are 3 
where truth , like che Sun , ſeems co darr 
home -ics light in one'vnpereeivable* a& , 
whereas in theſe , pur-blind narure may 
be miſtaken »  not-onely jndgihg of the 
crugly of eicher of the three parcs \, bur 
likewiſe of their” connexion and alli- 
ance, I know chat that miſcreant » who 
began” his- Hell upon Earth , by be- 
ing burnc at Tholewſe for theorick A» 
theiſme,. did apon his firſt approach to the 
Fire>cry, O God: Whereupon, being taxr 
bythe aſſiſting Jeſniry/ anſwered, - char 
theſe and (ach like .expreſhons were the 
oftsprings of cuſtome': But poor ſoul he 
mighr have contidered, that ſeeing he had 
crept from his cradle inco that errour, and 
*; B 4 had 


| 4 The. Vir tnoſs » 


had run his glaſs co ics lalt ſand , in pro* 
p2g2Ung thar helliſh conceir ; that there - 
tore this exprefſign was rather a confelhon 
then an eſcape » rather. a product of a 
rational ſoul , then of-depraved culiome z 
for asit was in ic (elf a divine truth». ſoic 
was in him contrary to/2 ſetled habic. 
There is anothes Caball of Acheifts, 
who think thac this Beleef was ar fark bur 
the quaint Leger-de-main of ſome firong- 
ly-pared Scatel-man zo 10 over-awe 
the capriciouſneſs of, a giddy multicudes 
did farge this opinion, of a rewarder of 
- all bamane ations 3 And to - enforce 
this , do ipltance Name  Powpiliny y and 
eMabemet » whoſe. palpable cheats grew 
up in their ſucceflors jico religions z/and 
whoſe inventions Were received with as 
much bigocry » by the wiſelt of men as 
is that Deity which is now the abject 
of our adorations, Wherefore (ſay they ) 
ſecing the rational ſoul hath failed fo 
ofc , and] fo abſurcly in its diſcoveries , 
how , or why ſhould we ſu*mir our 
ſelves (laviſhly to. irs dererminations 
For that whici doth at ſome times erre> 


Can never at any time be concluded in- 
fallii lc. T 
Q 


— ———— 


OTE OO 


Or Stock, 7 
To theſe I anſwer, thar albeir, as to 
the particular way of worſhip, the world 
is otr-times deluded : And albeiry even as 
co their apprehenfions of this ivcompre- 
henſible Eflence, multitudes be ſomerimes 
miſled; Yet, theſe {f-ggerivg Fancics fix 
this great truth , that there 1 a ſupream 
who muſt be adored: For if this innate In- 
Rin& did not cooptre with theſe impo- 
ftures 1n gaining an afſcnr to their fiQticie 
ous Religions Ihd Hierarchies, ir were im- 
ible for any humane” authority ro efta» 
liſh Principles ſo remote from reaſtngand 
to ſubjugare by theſe | even the * mildeft 
tempers. Bur I rake the roor from which 
theſe errors do ſpring, to be, that the twi- 
light of darknedreaton glimpfing to man 
that impreſſes of the Uivinc Image, which 
though much decayed, yer refs (i}1 upert 
his ſoul ; and nor being able , becauſe of 
the faintneſs of bis light, and the decay 
of that divine Impreſs » to diſcern ex- 
atly what that Deuy is , with | whoſe 
image it is fignered , believes implicire- 
ly with @ profound reſpet, any who 
hath the confidence to obrrude any 
knowledge of it upon them 5 Conclading 
in the conclave of their own though, 
that 


6 The Virtweſo , 
chat none! dart contemn ſo - far thar 
omnipotent Thaunder-darter » as to vend 
their own fancies for ſacred Q-acles, 
And aibeic theſe hood-wrinked: Nations 
did .eret a mimw in their own Hearcs 
wherein all theſe Vice-gods were wor» 
ſhipped ; Yer, were all cheſe but rep:c+ 
ſentations of the true. God : for His 
Omnipotency and Power was adored 
in their e Mars; his omniſcience in-heic 
eApolley &c. And it ig: very ptobable 
chat the Heathens a d ſo each at- 
ibis of God Almighty » thor rhey 
thooght each deſe diſtin Alrars ; 
ſo thar- their errors had their riſe- from 
rather, roo; much then roo lictle- re- 
ſpeR;and char as che. ſame Ocean receives 
ſeveral namesfrom the ſeveral ſhoars it 
waſhes, ſo , accor to the ſeveral 
operations of the High, did.cheſe 
deladed Pagans- eftabliſh ſeveral. Dei- 
ries..;- But that all cheſe did vulumares 
ly rerminate in one, is clear from! the In - 
ſcription of that Athenian Altar, 7s the 
unknown Ged ; from the defignation of 
eniouer » from theit- common- Feaſis , 
Or Iufjw/e ; from the adjun& of ' Del» 
phicws given to Apollo, which.in Gteek 

fonifies 
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Or Stoick. 7 
Fenifies - ww , © 28- CMacrobins ob- 
ferves'; from their Altars erefted , Dniſ- 
Ye Deabuſque ommibm ; fram the ges 
neral invocation of all the Deities Joynt- 
ly » ſubjoyned co all their parricular ſacti- 
ces. | So that the great and all-compre- 
bending /de«, wherein he is repreſenred 
as in one big mirrour to ns » was by them 
broke in pieces, andineach of theſe pie= 
ces taken alone 'did they fee a Deity; 
though much abridged ; Whereas all theſe 
pieces , when ſer rogether » did repreſenc 
bat one , and each piece did then ſhew 
but a pert. But toevidence char our be- 
lief of a Deity isnot a State and -rraditio- 
nal impotiare , F wonld willingly know'if 
ever the gkilfullet of Sathans - emifla- 
ries were able r6 induce the world to be- 
lieve that there ' was no” God 5 which 
(donbecleſs) might have at fome occaſions 
coneribured much ro ſoine niens Polirick 
defignes , and' which that rebel would 
have-arrempred gif either God had not 
reftrained him , or himſelf had not known 
it impreftable. And' it is moſt Tremark- 
able » -thar che fiſt promocets of rhar 
divine Do@rine were perſons ,-'who , 
borh- by precepr and praRtice » decryed 
Ambition 


—_— 


Ambition and- declined Scate - imploy- 
ments ;-4and 10-1t were abſurd to think 
thac-chey invented. theſe in ſubordinatis 
on co State» Projects, 

There is: alſo much force in that Ar» 
gumeac , /Fherein fromche nacure of pſ0» 
phelying » is concladed the being of a 
God: fory-co foreſee, is doubclels 2 way 
of ſeeing, far above the reach ot humane 
nature 3 Man nor'being able to conclude 
buc/ chat. > Whar- is. poſſible upon both 
parts , may come to.pals upon .cither of 
Ks parts; And bence/ ic was , thas che 
He:chens themſelves . rermed this - pre» 
bur divine. As 2Mo»if chere were not 
a God, bur char-chig-were « fiction, ic 
would tollow.; that errour and delution 
( ſuch as chis ex. bypotbeſs.) were able, and 
aQually did , of all ocher things, frame a 
man's ſoul molt co virene 2 and that the 
beſt of ' men {( ſuch as: the adorers. of a 
Deicy.) were both the greateſt cheats 
and heads. All which , are abſur- 
| 7 = + by .all who are ma- 

rs mea jon of humanc 

portion 
There 


" "There larketh mnch' curious contem- 
plation in ponde: ing, how thar 2theic the 

rents of all heatheniſh Religions, bave 
he incomparably the chiefett Wits in 
their rimes ; for elſe rhey could not have 
imprefs'd the ſpirits of their diſciples with 
ſuch ab(tro& principles : Yer att their 
Models ſeem repngnent to common Rea- 
ſon z apd they have choic'd ro reach prin- 
ciples which ſeem ridiculous, 

Thus the Fictions relared by the Poets 
of their Gods, the Rites nſeg by the Rev 
mere, and the Fopreties of the Alcorany 
are abſurdiries unworthy of a rational be- 
hef, if man were not ated by an innare 
principle , to place the myiteries ot Reli» 
210n above his Reaſon, 

By which we ſee , that the imputation 
caſt upon rhe $criprures of cheir contra- 
riety to Reaſon , chocks likeways the 
principles of all Nations : and cerrainly, 
If. there 'were nothing revealed to'vs in 
Religion, bur wharthe ſhort line of onr 
Realon might fadotn, the omniporency of 
God, and the weaknefs of our own Rea- 
fon , ſhould remain Rill unknown : and 
ſeeing our Reaſon is onely ſurable ro one 
Nature, certainly if that infinite _ 
an 


10 The Kirtmſe, 
and ics-.myſteries,mighe be compcechen- 

ded by thac ſame reaſon, which pac 
things ipfinice, we might conclude God to 
be infinice likeways;: and is ic nor impu- 
dence in us, who know not che ebbing and 
flowing: of che Sea » nor the reaſon why 
rhe Adamant draweth the Iron, co repine. 
becauſe ,we cannot comprebend che Eſ- 
ſence of God Almighty 2 and then vain= 
ly co conclude ,.that becauſe we cannot 
graſp wich'n/ the ſhore arms of our wn- 
deritanding » che va bulk of che Deicy, 
chat there 1s no Deicy } A concluhon as 
abſurd ,-as if one ſhould ſay., chat when 
the nimble wings of an Arrow cranſporc 
ic above. onr fight» it did leave off to be, 
whenir lefr oft 'ro be perceived. And I 
am of opinien » tharc myſteriouſneſs ſuirs 
rarely well wich divine Truths , che ft- 
neſt chings ufing always to be belt wrape. 
up: -hus if we. liſten co- our hid inclina» 
tions, Fe will finde « pleaſing veneration 
in .rſerved filence ;. and our curiolir 

will ſwiftly follow, what by its retired- 
nefs flcech from us ; ſilent groves whoſe 
buſh>cop crees Jay their heads cogethers 
as ina conſpiracie £o refilt the Sun's en- 
try., and powder. xs light with Sable, 
bo " create 


= 


Or 'Stoick, 


create 2 veneration in us. And as the 
Hearhens did chooſe groves , ſ@ did the” 
primitive Chriftians lighe their Devoti- 
ons wich Torches and Candles ; intima- 
ting rhereby , that umbrag'd ſilence was 
an excellenc Shrine for fincere devori- 
ons: and in this ſenſe,it may bezrhe Word 
of God isſaid robe a Lantern co our ſteps, 
and the ſeven Churches are compared to 
ſeven Candleſticks. Did not our Saviour 
reach His diſciples in Parables > and 
' was nor the Ark veiled from the eyes of 
the people ? The Pagans diſpenſed their 
divinicy in Hieroglyphicks ; and amongſt 
hamane Wricers;the moſt myſterious cat 
ry fill che Lawrels : And why ſhould we 
vainly wiſh co comprehend the nature of 
the Dciry, ſeeing eAſoſes » Gods incimare 
and minion , conld nor have that allow- 
ance ? And God himſelf, when for our 
neceflary inftration He would diſcover 
ſomething of Himſelf co us, is forced per 
er prone >das » ( as Divines ſpeak) to oifſe 
cover Himſelf in a tile borrowed from 
hamane frailry . and ro expreſs His in- 
-—— affeRions by our diſordered paſ« 
1Ons. | | 


\ I bes 
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- I believes that Secrares, Nature's gret-, 


relt diſciple, and che Deicy's proto- martyrs 
was a p:viclyte of the ſame faith » which 
w: profeſy , and had his large ſoulillumi- 
naced by chat Sur of righteouſneſs, whoſe 


refulgent rays are tiow- the bright Tore 


ches of the Chrifiian Church. Neuber 
is my belief in_this fRaggered by the (is 
lence of his co-temporary Writers, as to 
this pacticular : ſeeing cheſe, nor being of 
the 1ame perſwafion wich him , but being 
convinced of his moral worth » did de- 
ſct1 © his opimons ſutavly ro their own 
apprehenhon. Thus did cheſe Pagan Hi- 
ftorians admirethe grear Savionr of man» 
kinde , onely for his moral accompliſh» 
mencg,wit..0ur reaching rheſe divine prin« 
Stocks ltkeways weres.in-all probabiliry, 
a.Fribz of Jobu Bapriits ; and God having 
refolved to purge the Univerſe of its 0» 
riginal. unzighteouineſs by thar bleſſed 
Manns witch came down from heaven 
to give lite col the world , did by their 
do&rine of avitemionineſs , as by a ſpare 
diec »- prepare irs” boily for receiving 
that divine Die, And cerrainly, if.men 


luſts, 


had digbanded chat execrable troup of- 
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lofi 1agein{t which theſe. preached ,. and 
te of ib 
Vatc, 


had iſtyed ( 25 the, Sreicks hook. « 
cipline enjoyned ), £9, 


7 Thi Piriveſe , 
by a nip ions ro gg thar ere 


2 mal 


of Lak 
thee bike 


his atrars> Thall be 
eeing it 


ha wil wo; 
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_ Or Sacks. r7 
know by the Urinal ef his eyes, andthe 
water ſtanding cthefein, what convulgon- 
firs his ſon) ſuffersz and ſball learn from 


\ - his own mouth, how grievouſly bis diſea- 


ſed ſoul is firerched ppon- the rack of 
deſpair : then ir is that the voluminous * 
Regiſters of his conſcience » which; did 
he. formerly claſy'd,in ſome .gniarchc 
corner 'of his memory » ate laid open be- 
fore bim, and the devil, who hitherto gave 
himthe leſſening end of, che ProſpeRt,y co 
ſurvey his fans in, turns now. ics magnify- 
ing endo this fearful eye. Ir. honkd be 
ngp2r-aty competing ne of a Philoſopher , 
ro-order his own- breſt atight. , before 


he go abroad ro view the Works of the 
Creation ; ket if. be leave ics- door: un- 
bolred., the devil fical from bim his rich- 
et Jewel, whileſt he ſweats co entich his 
contemplation with what is of far leſs 
conſequence. | 
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Gy 
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| Hot wild! finey to think 5 Gi 4. 
hath beer the has, bf 5+ 


prtin: fot certainly; many who were 
dumour Geolliss'; finding ch >Religion 
exaed from menfiichy inhvmane homa 


2o-itg TECOgnizanhce,' #5 was rhe ſacrificing 
children athong the Redthehs eatylos 
Pijrinages we and WeRick Lents -amon k 
Chriſtians; didrefolve rathes ro deny than 
toadvie fach Deiries, ' Thus Enerating! v4 


"volced'! Ce a Mare the faciifich1 


the Greciav ip 


| Religiepith Tudder? mater an. 

And thus Petronizs Arbiter "2 *mottk of 
the ſame Cell, ſays that, 

Prim 1n orbe deos fecit timor, 

—F "wlgying calo 

© [Cont caderent —— — 

Ando prevenc this , our Saviour doth + 
oft inculcates that his yoak is eafie and His 


_—— 


Jt 


burden. is light. And doubtleſs , as the 


raighteſt | 


| nr. Sh00*K 6. 19 
BraigheeR line is;alyays te ſhane 3 39 
the Mmelt-racional .deſignes, are -4Hyayes 
cehlyck <ffefuares: - nd 25 Sepeca hath 
exceliencly oberned y Eire Dex non o[/7F} 
1amee ner. peccarens oh: yecoart | vitae 
Fhees ia ſamerting- of meannels an Fo 
galanmſt, and molt alluring-{p. Av 
this-is olt encrgerieally oxprett in Scripts 
19563:mbiift I w. v- yr the Fa,” wn 
weary: them/ elves: © ofW7% 117 ny 
ciplep which: nos enchyitÞe nonienel A 
thoidty. of. Gods, Spit, » but, own7 experls 
ence -hkewayes places above the-1each f 
alliſe-uples r. fc 818-10 'the inguieudesy 
the ch-4c5 - and palliared parricidesy! 8nd 
ſacleiges b ; by; \mpbicien ..»; 
chuvblitkneſs ard ploſe-th. dednels pareny 
ied by avaice , eftets uowornby tO by 
fathar's + upon any ;1ational - ſou! 5 and 
at which/'we fhopld-ſcarlec- opt chees 
with - bluſhes « 9: well-a+: enpale cham 
through fear ,-«bd. ſhould Rang a6-/mwch 
in 2m of our confglences > 198 (moſt, dP 
of a Deicy 2! Yeu; it may be BE Pre 8 
a mitiake, whilt mee place | 
in the exceſs of ſnek- adotarions s 49 AE 
.eicher - commanded--0r ' indiffergny 2 for 
ſeeing: the obje& of, our 189a7ayon» 
ny C 4 God 
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cant never exceed. cither in or ts 

Them, 
Exceſs being onely-admiſſible > / where the 
obje-1F finic, antÞ where" we arcriboce 


cafion , I hardly: ce yhy it is noc lawful 
eo kneeb-ar all occa ar if theſe ex- 
retiqut rices and ceremonies (ſome where- 
of z1eatlow'd in-4ll- Churches )- be: judg- 
ed requiſite , for 6tprefſing our vaſſalage 
and- tion .to-God our maker , 
citherrliey are alcogether unwarcancable , 


or elſe we ſhould proportion them { asfar 
#8 inns fyes)eo that ifinice objeR.-' Arid 
ſeeing the Angels are (aid to cover. their 
faces with their wings before Him the 
Parriarches to fal'upon cheir faces and 
worſhip 5 and' our adorable Saviour in 
chat covflit whetein He repreſented fin- 
full "man, is by CMatthew remarked to 
have*fallen upon his face , by Cark to 
havefallen upor the'ground, and by Luke 
to have: t Whar is crawling man, 
thar-he ſhould account ſuch geſtures fond 
| Sapetfiition > Ir "woald appear then, 
hat ſuperſlicion- 2orfifts in mans wor- 

es ſhipping 


Or Stock, 21 
ſhippi God means nnlawfull, ſach 
Appin epiren- Coerifis ». and ſuch 
like , whereby His divine arrribuces are 
'miſ-repreſenced 3 and cainted wich crn- 
elcy., or tyranny z and not in an exceſs» 
in ſach- 10ns of our reſpect as 
are in themſelves lawfull. And if chere 


be any ſtrengrb in char @ c where- 
in we inforce the being of , from the 
harmonious mn _- aſſenr of all Na- 
tions ©: certainly; ſarne argument, , 
wemay eftabliſh che » if nor the 
aocelity;of Ceremonies. what Nati 
on bows to Altars, wichour profound and 


external ſubmiſſions > And, who lodges 
upon the ſurface of out Globe , who payes 
nor- a5 the reddends of their Charter ro 
theſe gods whom they worſhip » ceremo- 
nial Adofations , Wrape” up in moſt ſab- 
* miflive Rices ? 


CHAP. 
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» ot vir 7 MAD a 170 « VI 
tt S20:0f the Worlds Cronin) it 
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:: tory.» Ws an 19n » W 
chiak iOrincs ell as 5þe aaltof .264- 


ſon and cems (6 have 2oWarrarl Dug wor 
wary-gutome; 495; hayand 411: qvF 
His glorywes © brig-full formenly's that 
4e neiches mecdeds Awr.conk} ieepuc 4Hy 
conhdeeahle aczciiion from ing, fmall 
fu, Sena meets innate ppc” 
hhenton: Tye have of doing. eny thipg for 
-enes > glory > -dycy-this exprefiion - wich 
ſame puics Very + opnfels, we may WAr- 
rantably ſay, that when pervecie;man all 
His power in queſtion, or controverts His 
being only wiſe; that then, God for our in- 
firudtion , and the vindicarion of His own 
lorious Accribures, doth many things for 
. His 909 glory. And in chis ſenſe, the 
Scriptare ſaith, that God will puniſh 
the wicked , and deliver His people 
for His own glory, And wherever it is 
ſaid, 


RKudeoliffte Trastogs 


Or Sithiok, T; 
id,” tac God dothy'or | createth any 
thing *Sor.. His own glory > it is donbre 
lefty this ſenſe 3 inwhich man { who is 
made 4fter His image) may a@- for his. 
own glory wichourt 'any venicy: ;-albcir * 
6 4& for 'bis own glary in the firlt ſenſe 
were in bim criminal. | Ir- isrhen. more 
probable, char God being infinitely gaod, 
and all good being ſw; commun(carruum, 
that His defigne in creating theyworld, was 
co communicace "end. diſplay His 

heſs:2 4nd upon this baſe probably hath 
ont —_ up his error," of the world; 
exiftoncy from all eternity + for x fecin 

Sod wat ab aterno infccly gond, un 
that pod is ill com stive ; be 
dd (it may be ) conclude - that ab @- 
terne j*God did communicare His 'good- 
neſs + which conld only be ro creatures. 
And therefore it was neceſlary chat 
there” ſhould have been a world: and 
ſome Philoſophers bave aver'd, rhat the 
world flowed from God per emvanarronens, 
ab #ftyno, 23 beams are lanced-our from 
the body of the Sun. Albeic I bemene 
of Ariſtotle's ' Partiſans, nor hold my 
. Philoſophy of him as my Superiovr ; 
Yet 1 cannot bue chink 57 hw 

r 


24 The: Virtuoſo, 
hach communicated His goodneſs + to 
worlds priar to ours » Which ſeems bur a 
conceir of 5662 years fanding. But I am 
.noc ſo. arrogant as to- derermine the-cime 
of rhe: fir worlds burth , nor how many 


Cadets ir. bath had; reſolving to leave is 


Dace »'blank , to' be fill'd up by ſome ar- 
rogant Pretender. Neicher ſhould I ac- 
cuſc -mim2 own Con of Hereſie, for 


concluding » that probably there are pre» 
ſencly choulands of - worlds pode 


wich oucs s whereof ſome, ic may be, are 
governed |by Maximes, if not contrary» 
yer at leatt different from theſe which are 
our Canons. All which worlds ,, albeic 
they were actually ſubliſting , would he 
ia the- boſame of 'the large imaginari 
Spaces , 'bur- like ſo many ſmall halls in 
the corner of a large Tennis- comrt. I ſhall 
noc foregnfirming this opinion,.cite, with 
an ignorant French Curcate, the parable of 
che Lepers, where it 1s ſaid, Nowne ſunt 
decem wnundi ? becauſe I know that it was 
wictilpanſwered , Sed «bi ſunt reliqu; no- 
ven? | 
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CHAP. IVo ſ Yrs; | 
[ Of Etermay. Ogr 2 


; { TL OJ | 
"x" Hat Ecernicy is ##{ preſent, and char 
| 2 inivs there is neacher preretic'» nor 
future; is bur, a conceit> and a needleſs 
mykene impoſed upotour belief, which 
is really more myſterious then-abe: Tri» 
an in C:cere,, wherein Emerni- 
ry is call'd «tcranm inflans ? For how then 
cawit beſaid , that God was before the 
world: 2. for wes is preterie}, and! before 
the world there wat»as themſelves alledg, 
no time ; and ſocbers wes a wer in exer- 
nicy.:[s not God call'd by Himſelf: Alpha 
| and Omega ficlt and lafts che.one where» 
of- is. pteterits ard che! orber : farmre: -? 
And it is ſaid, Rev, 164.5» O:g/orvvendants = 
Then art, axd waſt , and ſhalt be. And 
if it be anſwered, That this is only fit- 
red ro our capacicies ; certainly , that 
is all iscraved : for doubcleſle there is 
no ſach reall ching , as theſe three mea- 
ſures of rime; even in chings finic a 
3 


—_— — 


26 Thi-Foteneſo , © 
red z for they owe their being only co our 
conceir, as well in the One as in che orher, 
And when God.Ydaivd Himſelf by 
Hisname a # 1 am, ic was noc mean'r, 


that no meaſures eferine could be attri- ; 


buced to Him) bur the preſent ; bur ra- 
cher.thar what He Has, was ro mdromeom- 
prehbenſible-; :and/ zþer alt we could know 
of Him, -was-chat #ie> cxitiet2: and. by 
chac expteſiion car all biurgs xo Him 
ace! J1vwas” meytit 5 that by His 
Knpwiedge avanrw:; ( as Divines: rerm 
19: He comptebendr: all chingy: rhich 
wete to 'besiad if-they were _—_ 
fexr piomd this ts fpoke, not of ts being, 
batof lis knowleogy. : 1, Neirhet cart is be 
condaded 'chac df wet or ſhall be g'v-may 
be acribmeed! eorGod, then He muit be 
miguble;and thapkini, denoces murition/3 
fot-ar' 1: taid:fottnetly ; cheats bur 
tenmes3! nor teallyexilting, andfa canner 
npdyvony 26l Qucation, L161 24 1 wt 
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CHAP V. 
4 21111 "Of Protbitlediebs:1- «1141 


L yido! 034 4 ST WON 3SHE 
Ow God employs bis nncontrolle- 
H ble Sceprer » after what faſbjon Hg 
governs this lower world , and: in-what 
charaters He wtices His eternal-Decrees>, 
hathy-becn the arrogant tiudhe-:of ſome 
Pedants.s who talk as magilteci+ 

_ is Decrees»2s if iy were of His 
into-Councils And altar co deoger-. 
ſyely'dold intinders, He defitoyed.thour! 
ſafeds of: his ancient people » bea4uſe-they. 
Jodkewinro His Ankg Yor) ſpctt.is be. pe-) 
rwhgoy' of ſome later - Wik#:z tat; Ukey- 
mid} weeds lock, /inco His wnſcarcheble) 
boſeine's 4nd rhete marſhall gll-tlis. Des: 
woof working 3. 4nd cbus imdifpvr ing of. 


| objeis' liifinitely:removed{ycheic ab» 


Riſenb 'from:-ehtis. ſe Die » they thew, 
rhtaſolves more vidiculous; Altea rhelſe; 
who Would tonvertangothe quer, 
hep of! an object.» btfore jo ganme- fa 
wedy-'bs chat 4 pm}: Inovugr Noat. 


bo f A PecICS» 


2$ The Virtzoſe, 


ſpecies ic is : for ſeeing ic is a maxime, 
thac there is noching in ont underftand-* 
ing, which hath not palt to ic thorow our 
ſenſes, and thac che things of God are im. 
mareria) , and fo falk noc under the cog» © 
nizance of our ſenſes 3 Ic muſt be folly ro+ 
think"; that any hamane ſcrutinie Tar 
fide our myferics thc are fo rnſearchay | 
ble , excepe they be imparred to them by- ' 
ned roveiniee © 2 kinde of corre- 
which I conceive few now a-' - 
o_ IT heaven. Yet, I con- 
ic is as hf co confure their fitions;- | 
as ir is for them:co come y 4 
of - chem. *'Bar as chis- uoy! * 


——— be ſavee >: albeit we know, * 
or by whac manher of Dectees's 
excepr we-be of che ſiime mertall-rwigh' 
thee foolifh- parienr'> who would won be: | 


$ tour, 


x Or Stoick, 29 
And is ic not: the” Zenith and rp branch 
of madneſs for us to pry ifito Gods tn. 
ſearchable Decrees , who know nor how 
our neighbours calf 3s fortried in its Dams 
belly ? | 
It was a narrow Omnipotency,, which 
Tome mean-ſpitited Heathehs allowed 
their Jupiter, when they conceired that 
'y wanted leiſure to diſpoſe of ty- 
% © 1-4 
Non lictt exipuis rebaw e Jovi, 
For if the eoigdling of a b were 
not time ſufficient for God to diſps fe upon 
all the affairs of chis world , then therg 
might be'a greater power then His ; and 
ht homer & Uiſpole ſo ſundainly, were 
wanting tq his omnipotency”,” and ſo He 
_ noxinfinite , and conſequently no 
- Neither Was the Rodomoriade of A/- 
Phonſus ;"King of Porrug at, whore pious 
therr this. he alledged that if God 
had made uſe of His advice in framing the 
world, He had helped many thing$ih iz, 
which 'he now could juſily cave; of er- 


D Theſe 


zo The Virtwoſe, 

Theſe two extreams, are the two Poles, 
whereon the globe ' of Atheiſme turns 
ie ſelf; ſome, our of an. impious humi- 
Jity , complementing -God. ou. of His 


Authority , by Jenying that He diſpoles | | 


of the meaner ſize of buſineſs ; and othars 
nrooeac 
or branding them with inguſtice or impru» 
ws, are among School-men wa 
opinions Which diſpute victory yr 


that 


In too near an affinicy with this, 15 tax 
Dorine of Predeſtination as ſome reac 
it, wherein they will have man to pa 
the mere ſpeRator in his own S 


E022 


in me. the ſame thing as ow 
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Or Stock, 31 
=nd albeic there be a free and full ten. 
der of 'mercy made to loft man, yet 
all not:allow him any power te em- 
brace or 'reje&t it ; judging» this one of 


. the--neceſſary" appanages of .Gads On- 


2 cy, . that he doth ſave or con- 
ademn rx were beneplacits , never confi- 
.dering', that the queſtion 118 - not 5 what 
God candoy + Re any ay" an nc 
At derogates nothingifrom his. Omni 
cnbcleyyhes he will = damn poor Gems 
-who according: to their DoErine catiner 
; be blamed, for their: obſtinacy ; becauſe 
_ never free to ” tee 
and how ( I pray you) could the ſhuggard 
mn the wr I "ow been puniſhed, for 
"Aaot improving; has talenc, and laying ic up 
4n a-napkin ,, if God have by His Decree 
eaſt an-in{olrable Knot upon. that napkin, 
{Avherein ic wavlaid up? 
The other opinion , | will have ſecun- 
Mary cauſes the ſole agents ;, and teach» 
<3, that God in the fiſt moulding of each 


aq '"Ercature , did dote it- with innate quali- 
Mf -'xies; ſufficient: ro a&t every thing requi» 


: fe for its: ſubGRerice's | buc i: figne of 328 


- lubjection. to .4ts Maker >, 'reſeryed - to 
« Himſelf, as Als prerogatiye royal, a 


3 power 


The irtmifo. 
power t5 bend and bow theſe inclinatians 
excraotdinary  occafions ,, for.;the 
of the Univerſe , orwhen his infalks 
ible Omni-prudegce ſhould think ex 
pedicnt, Thus , when that | 
of the world , che Sun, was firſt rurged 
off the frame, ir had in Commiſſion4s 
ſow ics influences over the world with 
out ger Yer was 1cs motion! 


- 


"oY Mt ——_ no_ 


— 


_ 


_ > och of Ciniſdion 
INCi , hay 
ry With Chriſtianity , becauſe 
« gives [a check to preſumption , 
not man to think Hhiniſelt 
the ſole arbicer of his own - condition pþ 
becauſe God can cally rr _ 
| lone 


- 


Ov Storch, 


like” - fancies, 'which his ..4 
ambirion is till a building; and to his 
deſpair, becauſe a life from” che ftrong 
arme of Providence , may heave him up 
above all his difficulties, 
This correſponds. beſt Mcewayes with 
) Swoxciſme, becauſe ir pulls the hands 
of a lupgard from his boſome , - and ſers 
them awork to prepare for himſelf, and 
noe to repoſe his unreaſonable hopes up." 
on "divine  Providence's which. only 
keeps thoſe from ſinking, who endeavour 
to'fwimme; - This likewayes takes from 
man , allexcuſe of fmning , not ſuffering 
him tolay over his vitiouſneſs upon —_ 
vidence, a ſhifttoo ordi ( 
as&miſunderſtand the raſh Define of 
the reformed Church, 

: This opinion makes us lilewayes UN. 
 devftand , whar-the'Heachens meant by 
| fartuve , which they rermed giddy ; whar 
i} the Stoicks meant by ate , which chey * 
| confeſſed to be e hibte and in what * 
1 ſence Philoſophers | concluded that each | 
fy man could hammer out his own fortune, 
{ As/to the Pagans fortune, it" cannot be ' 
pht, that ſeein ir was by themſelves 

\ confels'd to be b/ind , that they could 
| D 3 eruſt 
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The Virtneſs, 
wyſt-ic with ce reins of the adimirably? 
ravaged world; And ſecing they confeſ=: 
ſed, that it was alwayes ipg and 
unconſten; , jt cannot be. 'thought thas 
thiey could aſcribe to it, all theſe curts. 
cus! 2nd juſt 'events , which they thans 
felwes admired hourly. Wherefore ie-if 
e,, thar che. Philoſphers ,' has. 
ving through the - proſpect of narures, 
and: by an uninterrupted experience, ob» 
ſerved , that- man- ( who 4Red froma 
freedom of ſpirit unreſtrained , either: 
by ptoyidence or ftarrtinfluences *m: 
to his ordinary operations )-was of i: 
volatile and - capricious hunor ; there>. 
fote they, concluded , - 4har the Rate of 
hymane affeirs , which was framed and 
unframed at his ill-fixt pleaſure ,” 'bes: 
hoyed  neceſſytily. -co be -nioft ſubjeR 
to, changes, And that ſeeing the yiedoo. 
ricg 'of Gefar , depended upon the-aw! 
elinations of his ſouldjers , who, by aban« 
dening, hiw,. would fetch his proſpetiry: 
away ' with them, they bad reaſon there« 
fore to rerme- his forcune- Frail and ex« 
poſed to hazard. | SA 
Thus the adyancement of- the reſtleſt; 
Courticr is uncertain, begauſe jr hapge 
fron 
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Or Stoick, 3s 
from the humor of his Prince,whoſe ſpirit 
hach ſome allay of unconſtancy, as well 
© hath char of the fearful ſubje&t-, who 
rae under | ir Scepter, And thus 
bi II po__ 
" no a 
tick fund opt 2 cukigades 
holds the ſcales wherein ruins tin «a 
weighed. 
In fine, fortare was nothing to theſe 


| Ancients zs but "the unbodyed- freedome 


of - mans will ,* conſidered abſtraQly 
hoo all particular perſons'and the in» 
nare” qualities "of all other creatures 

» becauſe- they-are mortal, muſt 
nk be chatigable ) chen which no- 
roof is more. inconſtanc » nothing more 


he vihet branich of divine Provi- 
dence, which conſiſts inthe ſupreme Au- 
thority , whereby God makes all hus 
rndine inclinations. run ſometimes 
th&-byafſe of their ſpecifick nature , 
was "by them termed fate. And this .. 
in their Muthology they fabled 'two be 
s Adamant - wo vhich they faſtned 


-[&the' foot | of Fapiters Chait , mea- 
nipg by its adamantine nature , that” it 
1043-1 4 WAS 


36 The irtweſe, 


yas do. broks Ls he Ade | 


bs gd. by faſtning. ic to 4g 6 

ir 4 "has yt was the. product of. the, 

» {oma POWs Thus, Fartxpe 2nd.; 
ate; were -t0 them. bur. the /.zight/ 


and left os ain rovidenee.,. jy, » 


-Theſe eons Angels, _ be 
ortuncs megan”: cou 
| ſrdcg, nor fates Jr reſcinded, 
and yer refolying , in, {pight of all ex-/. 
ternalaccidents , zo ſccure.gp themſelyca,” 
q: a of (Api 3, ;, did Pee _ 
PPanei9, -4n; INE, CONFEIMPTE, © 
fallies, wheſe b blofſomes forwne... c 
not blaſt.,, and ſought, for ee 
2n, acquigſcence w- all which oridens 
did uakeralyy decree 4. $0 -thas neichee, 
fortune nor fate could Rand in hey, 
Ted of whczr; happineſs;, / becayſe. chey - 


ted-ah8/PRE:, and ſubmitted ny 
And ja. this enſe., RES Ks! 


{chools., way. admitted/zo be Maſtet-ofer: 
work $9. bis own forwne: and that with», 
eut diſparaging the. onmiporent - power; 
er of the,great Fortne-mayer y infub=c7 
miſſion ts whor thejr happineſs, wad)! 


placrd, 


alb&. 
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Or Sick, k 27 
. -Albeit the knowledge and acknow- 


- 


] t of a God, be the b«þs of true 
ſme, and a firmier-one- then any ” 


thens could ym_ two 3 Yeu 
that knowledge of Him , which by the 


+ qaiolity. of Schook-men and the bigocry 


of Tub-preachers, as now formed in a 
Body of Divinity , is of «ll others the _ 
leaſt neceſſary and the moſt dangerous. © 
And whereas we did ſce) God bur in a 
Glaſs formerly , that Glaſs is now ſa 
miſted and ſoyld by each Pedants fiegma” 
tick breath , chat ir is hard to ſee him ar 
all but impothible to ſee Him there. And 
to exrend a lictle that myſterious analogyp 
we are ſaid to behold God here, ayin a 
Glaſs; and'as objets are beſt pereci« 
ved in the ſmootheſt mirrors 3 ſo the! 
plameft deſcriptions of Him , are fill 
the trueſt -+ for when he is fern by A- 
theifls in the globe-glaſs of ther infide«. 
kty 4 He appears leſs chen really He is ; 
when, behold by che Pagans in _—_ 
's Glaſs of Pa niſme , - 
pomeray ;z'and when Hew lake a4 
the magnifying Glaſs of Superſtirion, 
thobgh He appear but one, Yet He 18 miſ-! 
reptrſenced 5 dceauſe: He is xopreſemes , 
by 


as 


_— 


$$ The Virtwdſe, 


as more terrible then he deſires to' appear. 


and ordinarily the berrer cut Glaſley 
and the more artificial, the worſe tha toes 


#5 by them repreſented, | 
— ——— 
Cnay. VI. 7p 
Of Theory. 


nary 


Pike firfti courſe which did ſow all the 
world with: briers 2nd thorns , did 
ofall other things, fall moſt heavily upon 
the _ of man, _ becauſe - is 
was. chief in the tranſgreſſion , 

mn reaſon to have been moſt - 
the puifioncy, And now his diſquieted 
=_ t is daily pierc'd with the prickles of 


y diſputes and debates ; which, #s | 


like * ove 6 they produce no fruit fir for 
2limenting chat noble half of man, which 
is 'his rational ſoul ; So do they , like 
thorns -pierce- his tender conſcience 
. nd ro. ſcrew his tormemts to their hi 

et pin z-the thoughts of God , of 
ſettlement in+ Him, which like bale 
- ould cure theſe ſores, is decome 
heml 
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Or Sidick, © 39. 
henitock , which - oecaſions his diftrati- 
ons; andpoyſons his medications, For, al- 
beirche Heroes of the Primiciye Church, 
did give milk in abundance to Infant< 
chrifiians; Yet, many of their: ſucceſ- 
forts; have mixt-ic {o with the tart vine- 


þ gar of contention, that the milk begins 


nowto crudle, and ſo is becom? loath- 
ſame to the appetite of tender believers, 
For, moſt of Church-men,being idle,and 
conctiving ," that if they taught. onely 
the holy Scriprures, their yocation. might 
by» Laicks be -undervalued as cafic, and 
that'they would be d:nyed; that © ap= 
plauſe,-which was due to quaintnefſe of 
wig eſpecially in a ferled Church, where- 
in » Church-men, could not draw. reve- 
retice-from the people , by Oracles, as 


did the Heathen Prieſts ; nor by prophe.. 
> Hies"and miracles, as did the Servants of 


the-moſt High , 'under the old» ang new 
Ttftaments:; did therefore, according to 
their ptivate inclinations, frame each to 
himſelf a new kind of Diviniuy; . The 
moze Ppragmatick ſort, and theſe whoſe 
tumour was edged with cholery inven= 
T&-polemick or conmroverted divinity 3 
And (0 by an iateſtine and civil war of 
I opinions, 


- T1 — eo _—_ 


40 The Virtneſs, 
opinnan , raiſed within the bowels of 
y} did waſte and pillage that hoy 

nan, which formerly flowed withy 

x Orr of fincere DoEtrine, and the how 
ney. of divine —ooqanerk And then 


thac precious blood, __— 


purpled only Sano rrng dyed now! 
the: {words of fellow-beltcvers : who, 10" 
propagate their private judgement, buried: 
Churches under their rubbiſh , fed = 
birds of heaven with the Carcaſſes of pi 
ousand- reverend Church«men : and £ 
the mad hands of | bi niaſtty” 
broke -:o- pieces all Foy oils per 6 
naweall and civil duicsy-and thus they: 
raifed the devil of contention , whom 
they could not lay again , and made this' 
Tech ,of diſputing , tarn the Scabof es: 
Chorch, 

Orhers again , in-whoſe brains fullen. 
melancholy jorm'd phantomes and-i 
invenced icholaRtick: y zand 
in- abſtraft cells, erefted a. Mint-houſe j*: 
for coyning the drofſe of their own con! 
tewplarions, into wonderful bombaſt no- 
tions 3 and-to make them go cncrent,'iw"! 
- rage Herwa _ 4 gave thew the i! 


4 
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Or Stoick, 1 
*»-& third ſort , not able to ſoare their 
pitch in the 8ky of Invention, reſolved 
th/ſet up a correfpondence with heaven : 
and- this they called enthufuſtick , or 
inſpired Theology, And their Cabbins 
were Poſt-hobſes, where one might know 
what was reſolved lately in the Conclave 
of heaven, whether the King or Parlia- 
ment was to wear the Lawreks, atrd what 
ſhould be the iflue of our pions tebelti- 
ons, Theſe could likewiſe caft che horo- < 
11 ſeoperof our ſalvation ; and invented & 
al £ of Ph , Whereby they 
7 2 Phyfiognomy » ys Frm 
upon a'face, and if one had the traits 
of -an' eleRt Child of God. After this 
faſhion did they prophefie their own fan- 
and call lac Providence only which 
for them, 
be not ſome likewayes, who, 
4 our'of a well meaning defire, to make 
} the'lamp of enith dart its Tayes with 
4} chedearer ſplendor, fnuff ic ſo nearly, 
i} that they extinguiſh ir quite * and leave 
»} wnothing but the ftink of irs ſnuff ; like 
\'} ſome” curious ag Þ on off ug 61 
4 _ - , that they deſt dy 
\ to ther icure, We m oy - 
#4 an 
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" $2 The Virtdiſo , 
MNand have met with ſome of theſe Chas. 
fetans, who, I am” confident , 
oftner both Church and Stare ; tha 
Luke, the beloved Phyſtcian ,- would 
have preſcribed, if we had had the goed 
fortune to have been his patients, , 
-- The talleſt wit is not able to 6th þ 
heaven , albeit (1 know) many disjoyh 
their wits in ſtretching chem too highiin 
the inquiry - of its myſterics, Neither 
impure I our ſhoxt-comming in the know. 
ledge of theſe myſteries, folly to- their 
obſtruſeneſſe ; bur , I believe- our 'ont- 
ditations -are more - clouded in relate. 
on 10 theſe, 'then really they need-to 
be , becauſe of their innate frailcy : for 
we ſce, that ſome: who are - maſters of 
much reaſon in things humane , betray 
much folly in their deyorions ; wherefore, 
I am induced ro believe , -that it Fares þ+ : 
wich the ſoul in this,, as uſyslly jt doth 
with the body, whoſe pulls are proportid» 
nally the weaker, as the- thing graſp'd» 
after is plac'd above its true «A ew 
ſo theſe asrogant Pret:nders - pull -but 
faintly, becauſe pes their o-edira- 
tions too high on their tip-toes': wheye- 
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their nataral vigour, in pulling at theſe 
{weighty and ſublime Truchs , which 
they catch , . not by that corrier which is 
neareſt, as meaner wits do, (and ſo 


are more_ſucceſsfull ) but endeayour 2 
fetch at, whag Divinity is higheſt ; by 


Which effort, their endeavours are fain- 


ter then theſe whoſe ſpiric is of a 
leſſer ſize, And theſe Coloſſus witts, be- 
come the greatelt Herericks, as thoſe or- 
dinarily are moſt burnt, whoſe fingers of- 
teſt ir up fires, and as Chiturgians have 
more cuts and wounds , then any other 
Mechanicks , who handke not ſo ofc theſe 
wounding tools, It is not fic that mor. 
tal 'man ſhould wreſtle roo much with 
theſe myſteries , leaſt his reaſon, like F«- 
cob, be forc'd to come off, halting, 
Nothing hach more bufied my choughts 
: then ro find a reaſon why the Heathevs, 
\ who were as aſſiduous and Zealoss roo in 
the worſhip of their Gods, as we Chri- 
Rians , did neyer frequent Sermons, nor 
{knew no ſuch Tach part of divine Service; 
whercef VF agcnac ) the reaſon was 
becauſe r Governgurs ( whoſe com- 
mands amongſt them were the ſole. j- 
[| reedivincſhip of all Ecclefaftick Ries) 


feared 
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| feared , har Church-men,, if they had 
/ teen licenc'd to harangve to the people, 
wonld have influenc'd too citicly this 
groſs body + which was the reaſon like. 
drayes , why, in the prlmlcive Clupeh 
{as one of tr Hiſtorians obſerves Y ## 
formula populo predicabant » Fant uns tht. 
tiguitas tumibat Twp, They preas 
ched only approved Sermons , ſo much 
did antiquity fear rheſe leaders of the 
cople ; a practice, as is reported , lace- 
ly renewed by the Duke of Rafi: 2nd 
is ſcemeth alſo to haye been the rea» 
ſon , why all Liturgies have prick't 
texts for their Preachers , leſt if they 
had been left a freedome in their choice, 
they had choſe ſuch as might, in the let- 
ger, haye [uired beſt wich ch (dicioss | 
# Libels as are now obtruded upon the 
vie”. in 06 53 phos Tots, af r62 
markable or fcſtival occahions, Yet, T 
think, chat-ur are DoQtoius, who can 
| Hind all DoRtine im any text, . wonld <©- 
Fi have cluded that canonick defieve,] 
we ſhould parallel the Homilies, which 
theſe renowned Fathers haye left a5 Le- 
gacies to poſterity , with theſe 'which 
our age runs after , We would find; = 
i 
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the frſt were pointed leſſons of mortifi- 
cation\ 3 which, like Aoſes rod , could 
draw guſhcs of tears from the rocky hearts 
of the moſt obdured finners : whereas 
many of theſe laſt are but State-gazers 
wherein the people are informed , what 
are the reſolves of the civil Magiſtrate : 
And whereas their firſt inſticution made 
them Ambaſſadours of glad-tydings be- 


twixe God and his people, they have .; 


made themſelves Heraulds to denounce 
warres berwixt God's Vice-gerent and 
His ſubje&ts, Thus , Peter's ſucceſſours 
will oft times , like himſelf, rather draw 
the ſword then watch for their Maſter, 
And fince our Saviour hath diſarmed 
them, as He did Peter, and filled their 
hands with the keyes, theſe who offend 
them, areſyre to get over the head with 


theſe, I cofifeſle, God hath not left "| 


His Church wirhoue ſome $kilfull Pilors, 
tolead in His ſervants, with ſecurity, to 
the harbour of Salvation : to whom this 
Diſcourſe and is Authour ſhall pay all 
reſpedts, | 


GHAP, 


The Virtnoſo, 


CHAP, VII 
Of the ſtrifineſs of Churches. 


Oſt of all Churches , do like coy 
maids, lace their bodies ſo ſtrait, 


that ney bring en them a conſumption z 
and will haye the gates of heaven to have 
been only made for themſclyes : and as 
this nigardlineſſe hath poſſcſt Churches, 
from that root: hath ſtem'd the churltſh. 
neſs of ſome private Chriſtians , who 
will allow God but « moft inconfidera- 
ble number of theſe whom He hath: ad» 
mitted to make up His viſible Churth, 
Thus, ſome Paſtours will only admit two 
or three to be gueſts at the Lord's Table, 
Allowing no wedding garmdt , bur what 
is of their own. ſpinning : and others, 
with their unchariable-Fands , blur the 
names of all their acquaintances out of 
the Book of Life, as if they were kee-- 
pers of His Regiſters and Rolls ; and will 
only have ſeats kept in the Church tri» 
umphant, for three or four Siſters, who 


are ſo frugal of their deyotions , as to | 


ſpare 
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ſpare them at bome, to the end they may 
be liberal in publick, -- But both theſe 
ſhould conifider , that che new Jeruſalem 
is ſaid to have more gates then one ; that 
John in his Revelation cells us, that num- 
berleſs numbers were: ſeeh following che 
Lamb; and that it 1$not probable, thar 
the wiſe Framer of the world made ſuch 
a ſpacious dwelling as heaven, to be in- 
habired by ſo inconfiderable a number : 
whereas hell (hell in the geography of 
believed tradition ) is only the ſmall ker- 
nel of this ſmall ſhell the earth. 1 know, 
that many are called and few choſen; ar 
that the way is ſtrait, and few enter in at 
its Bur we ſhould conſider, that theſe 
choſen, are ſaid to be few, in reſpect on. 
ly of theſe mary who are called : which 
is moſt z for ten parts of eleven 
arc Pagans or Mahumetans , (and all are 
called ) of that eleventh part, many are 
malicious Hereticks ; and amongſt che re= 
fidue many are flagitious and puvlick fin- ' 
ners 3 $o that albeir the greateſt-parrt of 
the regular members of the viſtble 
Clurch were ſav'd, yet the number would 
he ſmall in compariſon of theſe others? 
| The body of the viſible Church, mutt 
wa. E > (like 
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( like all other bodies) be compounded of 


contrary elements, And albeit I am not 
of opinion , that this body ſhould be ſuf« 
fer'd to (well with humours, yer I would 
not wiſh, that it ſhould be macerated 
with purgations, It's nails ( though but 
excrementitious parts.) ſhould not be ſa 
nearly pared, as that the bedy may bleed; 
yet they ſhould be ſo pared, as that Chris» | 

1ans may not ſcratch one another, They | 
ſhould feed , notupon bloud , but milk: 
and they are unmannerly gueſts, who will 
not ſuffer orhers to far at their Maſters ta» 
ble with them, 

It pleaſes my humour to contemplate, | 
how, that albeit all Religions war againſt | 
one another ; yet, are all of them goyer. | 
ned by the ſame principles, and cven by 
theſe principles, in ict they | 
ſeem to abominate, Thus, Meit the cel» 
ſation of miracles be cryed down by : 


many , yet, do the molt bigot relate, | | 


what miracles haye been wrought 
the founders of their Hierarchies, and | 
what propheſies chey have oraculouſly | 
pronounced. And ſecing all confeſs, that | 
God, in our dayes , breaks the proſpe- 
rous upon the ſame Wheel , on whoſe 
top 
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top they did but laraly triumph , ma. 
king fortune adopt the oppreſt in their 
vice ; why ſhould we talk ſo much of the 
ceaſing of miracles ? For, doubtleſs, 
theſe effes are in pollicy, as contrary 
to nature , as are the ſwimming of iron, 
or ſweetning ofLriyers ; or rather more : 
Sceing in the , mans will is forc'd 
( without which, ſuch reyolurions could 
not be effeAtuated) whereas in the laſt, 
dull and ſenſual qualities are only wre= 
{ted ; which as they are not ſo excellent, 
ſo, doubtleſs , are not able to make ſuch 
refiſtance as the Soul of man: Yea, ſhould 
rather think , that the world being be- 
come old , muſt, doubtleſs, be more dim= 
ſighted ( as all old things arc) then for- 
merly ; and therefore, God doth now 
preſent greater objeRts of admiration to 
our eyes thew He did formerly : For, man 
15 become ſo atheiſtical , that if God did 
not preſs His meditations with ſuch in- 


;* , fallible reftimonies of the being of an ir 


reſitable power , he would doubtleſſe, 
ſhake »f all reſolutions of ſubmitting, 
Thus , we ſce that in all the tract of 
John's Revelations , miracles grow (UU 
more frequent , the nearer the world 


E 3 draweth 
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draweth to its ore; and, like all other 
bodies , the weaker jt becomes , the more 
{ubje& it js to all alterations, and the 
lefſe_is nature able to refit, And ut 
would appear, that if miracles were 1t= 
Quiſice at firſt, for the eſtabliſhment of 
Religion, eyrn when no older Religion 
was to cede it' , and Mfmake an ex:t ay 
1;s entry 3 much more, (hould miracles 
be neceſſary, for fixing any Religion a- 
e2inſt the received conſtitutions of a pre- 
viouſlly ſecled Church, Bur to proſecute 
my firſt deſrgne, it is remarkable, that al. 
beir infallibiry be not by all, conceded 
to any milicant Church; yer, it is aflu- 
med by all ; Neither is there any Church 
under the Sun, which would nor fix 


the name of Heretick, and account him. 
( almoſt ) reprobate , who would refuſe. 


to acknowledge the leaſt ratignal of their 
Principles; and thus theſe Church-men 
pull up the ladders from the reach of 
othejs, aftex they have by them ſcalid 
the walls of preferment themſelves, 
That - Church-m:n ſhould immerſe 


themſelves in things civill , is thought: 


excentrick to their ſphere , even 
ordine ad ſpiritualia ; And yet even 
| the 
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the Capwchins who are the greateſt 
pretenders to abſtract Chriftianicy and 
Mortification , do, of all others, dipeh 
moſt in things civill, The Phanatichs 
enyeigh againſt Presbyterian Gowns, 
The Presbyterian tears the Epiſcopal lawn 
Sleeves, and thinks them the whore of 
Babe['s ſhirt, The Epiſcopiſt flours at 
the popiſh Robes, as the hvery of che 
beaſt, The Antinomian emancipares his 
diſciples from all obedience tothe Law, 
The Proteſtaxt enjoyns good works, and 
ſuch are commanded, but place no me« 
ritin them, The Roman. Catholick thinks 
he merits in his obedience, The Pha- 
watick believes the Lords Supper but 
a cerimony , though taken with yery 
little ourward reſpet, The Prerbyte- 
rin allows it , but will not kneel, The 
Epiſcopiſt knzels, but will not adore it. 
The Catholick mixeth adoration with his 
kneeling, And thus , moſt of all Reli- 
ons are made up of the ſame elements, 
albeit their aſymbolick qualities predo- 


mine in ſome more then in others. Andif .... 


that maxim hold,that 94/ws & min non 
variant ſpeciems, we may pronounce all of 
them ro be one Religion, 

E 4 The 
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The Church , likethe river N:/as,can 
hardly condeſcend where it's head lies 3 
and -all condeſcend that the Church 
js a multicude of Chriſtians, ſo joyn all 
their opinions, and you ſhall find thax 
they will have it to have, like the mul- 
tirude, mary heads, Byt in this (as inall 
Articles , not abſolutely neceſſary for be= 
ing ſaved) I make-the Laws of my coun- 
vey ro be my Creed; and<hat a clear 
decifion herem is not abſolutely neceſs 
fary for Salyation , is clear from this, 
that many poor Clowns ſhall be ſaved, 
whoſe conſcience is not able to teach - 
their judgements how to decide this con- 
troverſie, wherein ſo many heads have 
been confounded , ſo many have been 
loſt, and ſo many have been ſhrewds 

knockt againſt one another ; from 
which flinty collifions, much fire, but lice 
tle light, hath ever burſt forth. 

Qt , by His Onniſcience, foreſeeing, 
that ic was too dazcling a fight for the 
_—_— eyes of - man's ſoul, to behold 


invizened with the rayes of di- 
vine Mejcty did beſtow upon us, 
three Tojrrours, wherein we might con- 
teplare him ( ac we uſe to look upon _ 

UN 
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Cun' in 2 tub of water, not daring eye 
His native ſplendor ) the one was the 
mirrour of the Law, the ſecond is the 
works of the Creation, and the third is 
the Soul of man , which He Himfelf 
hath told us is framed after his on gl-» 
rious Image, 

-*As for the firſt mirrour, the Law; 
God knowing that :»ftin?, or as we term 
it,” 4 natural conſcience, were compleat 
digeſts of all that man was to obſerve, He 
did make that mirrour yery licrle, a yo 
kme of only ew9 pages ; but chat mirrour 
is, of late, ſo mullered abour, by margi» 
nal Notes and Commentars, that the 
mirrour it ſelf is almoſt over-ſpread by 
them; and it is yery obferyable, that in 
the holy Regiſters, the Law is Rill abridg- 
&d, but we never ſee it enlarg'd : For, al- 
beit the fundamental Laws of both Ta- 
bles were packed up in narrow bounds, 
yer our Saviour ſums them in theſe rwo, 
frar the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and, /ove thy neighbour as thy ſelf, And 
the Apoſtle Pax! in his Divine Epi- 
{les , profeſſes , that he defires ro know 
only Chriſt , and Him ciucified : $o , 


T” that 1 am confident, that if our Savi- 


our 
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our were to preach . in perſon , once 
more to the world 5 He would enveigh 
againſt our Caſuiſts, as gnuch as He 


did againſt the Jewiſh Talmudifis ; for, 


the one as well as che other, are & 
qually guiley of burdening the ſhoal, 
ders of weak Chriſtians , with the unne- 
celſary craſh of humane inventions, Foy, ' 
I remember to have ſeen a late Caſus 
it, diſpure contentiouſly amongſt his 
other caies, whether Tobacco, taken in 
the morning, did break a commanded faſt 
or not 2 To which, after a feayeriſh con 
fli&, his wiſdome , forſooth , retarns this 
oraculous anſwer ; That if Tobacco be ta- 
hen at the noſe, it breaks not the faſt, but 
if it be taken at the month, then it breaks 
the faff. Which, becauſe I made a Collaſte. 
rion betwixt the Caſuiſts and the Talmu- 
diſts , I ſhall onely mention out of the 
Talmude ( which was the Jews comment 
upon the Law) a caſc, exatly parallel to 
this: wherein is decided,that if a man car- 
ric a bnurden on the Sabbach day , upon 
both his ſhoulders, then he 1s guilty of 
breach of Sabbath,bur that. he is not guilty 
if he carry it upon one ſhoulder, As to 
my  qwne priyat2 judgement , ( which 
\ | I ſubmic 


| 
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I ſubmit to my ſpiritual Turors ) I think, 
that ſeeipg the Conſcience of man, is the 
ſame faculty with the Judgement when 
converſayt about Spiritual Imploymencs, 
(a3 the word ewwidyens, which imports 2 
knowledge -reflexive upon 2 man's own 
: ſelf, doth abundancly eyidenc:) that theres 
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fore , as there are Judgements of different 
tempers ; ſo there are likewiſe Conſd. 
ences of different fram:s : and which ya» 
ryas much amongſt tl::-n;clves, as natural 
conſtitutions. 4o, And therefore, as the 
ſame Doſe would prove noxziovs to one 
con(ticution , wherein another would find 
his health ; (© in one and the ſame aR, 
that reſolution may be ſaving to one Con . 
ſcjence, which may condemn another ; 
for , {ceing God hath kindled a torch in 
each mans breaſt , by whoſe flame he may 
ſee what path he (ſhould beat; in which 
P ſenſe ir is ſaid, Prov.20.27. T bat the ww- 
derſtanding of man is the Candle of the 
Lord; & can that light miſlead? And ſee- 

1g man muſt be an{werable according ta 
what tc preſcribes ro him , doubtleſs it is 
fitter that hz ſhould hearken co the reite= 
rated dictates of his Conſcience , than te 

** the reſolution of any School-caſuitt : ang 
that 
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thac for the ſame reaſon, that it is more | 


rational tro obey the Law it ſelf, than the 
wiſeſt Lawyer , who may either be decei. 
ved himſelf, or have a defign to deceive 
others. For if God hath endued man with 
every thing neceſlary for working out on 
work of his own Salvation, with fear and 
tremt:ling, He hath doubtleſſe beſtowed 

n him an internal Touch-ftone , by 
whoſe teſt he may diſcern betwixt good 
and evil; ſeeing to command man to walk 


to ice the road, were to command 2 
blind man to walk, and to puniſh him if 
he went aftray, And as the compoſure of 
man's body , would be imperfe@t and 
manck , if he wanted a palate to diſcern 
berwixr the taſte of what is wholeſom, or 
what is purrid ; So if the ſoul of man were 
not able ro know its own duty,and by the 
palate of a natural Conſcience, to diffe- 
rence berwixt lawful and unlawful : cer- 
tainly the ſoul might be thought to be but 
ill appointed, Thus, beaſts are by an in» 
rrinfick princi»le raught their duty, and 
do accordingly ſhun or follow what is 
convenient for them, without conſulting, 
any thing from without, And ſhall mat, 


uprightly, and not to beſtow on him eyes _ 


ments (which are the ſame) aſſcnt,co whar 
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be leſs perſpicacious , or more defeRive 
then theſe 2 As alſo ſeeing man is oftimes 
by chouſands of occaſions , removed far 
from the aſſiſtance of Chair or Pulpic-in- 
formers ; and in that his retiredneſs, hath 
molt of rheſe caſes co be reſolyed : ic were 
abſhrd co think that he then wanrs ſuffici= 

of help for their reſolution, And it 
is moſt obſeryable in Scripcure, chat men 
are oft check'd for quenching the Spiriry 
but never for not conſulting Caſuiſts, I 
know ic may be thought, chat when the 
foul of man rages ar ſometime in a Feaver 
of Luſt, Revenge, or ſome ſach fin, thac 
then the Conſcience may rave; YetI dare 
fay, that albeit the ſoul, out of an inordi- 
nate defire to enjoy its own pleaſures , 
may ſet its invention a work, to palhate 
the finfulneſſe of whar ir defires-; yer by 
ſome ſecret knell, the Conſcience tounds 
fill its reproof, And I dare ſay , that 
never man erred without a check from 
his Conſcience ; nor that few bave finned 
after an approbation obtained from his 
Conſcience of what he was about : and 
when we aſſent to rheſe DoRors, is 1t no. 
becauſe our Conſciences, or our Judg- 


they 
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they inform > - which evidences; that oftr 
Conſciences are more to be believed ; 
then they , by that rule ,. Propter quod #- 
wumquodg:; et tale,&c. but to- convince us 
of the folly of our addreiles to theſe Do- 
Rors, it may, and often doth fall our, that 
that may be a fin in me , which a Caſuiſt 
ronounces to be none, as if my breaft 
Cid ſugpelt ro me, that it were a {in to buy 
Church-lands; if there-afcer I did buy 
them, it were doubtlefle a fin, albeir 
DoRors, fallowing the Canons of chetr 
rticular Church, . affured me ; that the 
ale of Church-lands were no finne in it 
ſelf. 1 am confident then, that this Caſu« 
iſt-divinity , hath. taken its riſe from the 
deſve Church-men had to know the my- 
ery of each man's breaſt , and to the 
end, nothing of import , might be under. 
taken without conſulring their Cell ; pers 
ſwading men , that 1n ordine ad ſpirituwd- 
lia, their Conſcierices , and confcquently 
their S2lvation, may be intereſted in eve- 
ry civil affair, And to confirm this, it is 
moſt ob{crva ole, that this Trade is moſt u- 
fed by Jeſnits & Innovators, who defire rg 


| 
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know all intrigues and ſubvert all Srares, 4 


i» ws. 
Whereas the Primitive Chuzch knew n6 
(uch 
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ſach Divinicy , neither have ics DoQors 
kftany ſuch Volumes. 

It may be urged ; that ſecing the Con- 
ſcience is bur: a reflex a& of the Jadye= 
ment , that asthe Judgenient is an unſure 
__ the Conſcience cannot pretend to 

-infallible; and char the one, os well 
as he other , is tuconr'd by the fallacious 

inciples of ſenſe and inflans And I my 
LiGhave ſeen my Land-lady , in Fraxce, 
as much troubled in Conicicnce for gi- 
ying us fleſh to eat in Lent , as 1f he had 
caſt out the fleſh of a Chriſtian to be de 
youred by Dogs; and fo Atheiſm may 
attribure-ro cuftome , theſe inc:inations 
whereby we are aCted on to believe a 
Deity ; and may tell us, chat the Mahu- 
merans find 'themſclyes as much prickt in 
Conſcience , for trapſgretling cheir Pro 
hets Canons,as we for offending againſt 
the moral Law, And thus the adoring of 
a Peicy might haye at firſt been brooded 
in the Counſel-chamber of a States-mans 
bead,and yet might have becn,at thatcime 
by the vulgar, and thereafter by the 
ng worſhipped with profound 

:.Yec ,if ry narrowly into 
tis conceityye ſhall ad im it ome 


in et fomerburig 3 \ 


66 The Virtaoſo, | 
of inftin&' previous to all forgeriespoſſ2 
ble. For, what was it (I pray you) whith 
encouraged, or ſuggeſted to theſe Politi- 
cians, that ſuch a thing as the Deity might 
be difſembled to their people for their 
iwpofing that cheat , pre-ſuppoſed ſome 
exiſting notion of it 7 Or, how ene 
cred thar fancie firſt in their wild heads'# 
Or, how could ſo many contemporary; 

yer far diſtant, Legiſlators, fall upon 
ſame thoughts , eſpecially, ic being fo res 

mote from” ſenſe; and for framing 
which :dea, their experience could never 
furniſh a pattern ? Confcience then muſt 
be ſomething elſe then' the fumes of Mes 
lancholy, or , Capricio's of Fancy ; 'for 
elte, roaring Gallants , who ave littfs 
troubled, or can eafily conquer all oth 
fancies, would not be ſo. haunted by 
theſe pricking pangs ; which if 'they 
were not infallibly divine , , behoove@ 
to be meerly ridiculous, and*o want all 

ſupport from reaſon or experience, | 
There is another fyle of caſes of Con« 
ſcience, which is a Cader of char ſame fa- 
mily; and cheſc are ſuch caſes ay were 
the brood of theſgglate times , which , 
like Inſects and unclean creatures, my 
c 


4 


Of Stoieh, 2 
befaid generars ex prtri materih: an ie 
fiance whereof, was that -famous Sifter, 
who ask'd if ſhe wis oblig'd to execute 
her-Cat for killing a Mouſe upon the 


Sabbath, This was 
ng EE 


ws co ite pn oe, 
ufe em MI Carrey (ha 


weigh Ah foppery, ſeeing i hath 
not hens concert {0 long, as to 


have preſcribed the ritte of Divihiry; but, 

like 4 rreteor , which, becaufe ir is fret t 

hom» 1 bur a maſs of inflanied v#4 

» dbth cherefore diſappear imninifdf. 

” howefoodt i irs ſubſtance flaſhes ontz 

its aſhes are row entomb'd ift the 

farne clay with its brother cwain, chat pi. 

ous Ny# ſenſe, wherein God Almig Re 
was treated with i in famiillat arid not 

| faperiour 


ſerve a double portion of this reproof) 


The Virtaeſe, 


Cuar. VIIL 
Of the Scriptures. 
"Ak $ God. did light the Candle of 4 


- private Conſcience, in cach. pui- 
yate oreaſt 3 So hath He hung up he emp 
of the Scriptures, in the body of His 
Church; and theſe wemay call the Cons 
ſcience. of the Church, whileſt criums+ 

. Which ſome , by the breath of 
their vanity ,. and ſtorms of their paſſion, 
endeavour to. blow out 5 whileſt others, 
make no- other hſe of irs Light , then to 
ſhew them where to finda jeſt. And withs 
in. the armes, of this diviſion , lic folded, 
all the prophane race of mankind. As to 
theſe firſt (who ſhould be firſt , becauſe | 
they are Satan's firft-born , and ſo.de» - 


"ww 


they contend , that the Scriptures are \ 
written in a mean and lowftile; are in 
ſome places too myſterious, in others too 
3 contain many things incredi- 

ble, many repetitions, and many contra- 
ditions, Bur theſe miſcreants ſhould . 
conkder, 
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Or Stuck, 63 
conſider, that much of the Scriptures na» 
tive-ſplendor is impajred by its Tranſla. 
tors'y who fearing to fall wichin the yerge 


'of the curſe pronounced againſt ſuch as 


ſhoutd pair from , or adde co ; any hin 

contained in that divine Book, were, and 
arewilling, that their Tranſlazign ſhould, 
wane rather the luſtre , then meaning of 
the Original. 'As alſo of all Tongues, I + 
believe the Hebrew admits leaſt cof - a 
Tranſlation ; eſpecially / into; Northern 
es : for-as theſe Nations differ 


kaſt in their expreflions,, who , becauſe 


of-their -commerce” or contiguity , haye 
the moſt frequenc - converſe :: $o doubc- 
lefſe, the Fews and. we, by this; Rule; 
thould in langiiage hold the leaſt corre- 
ndence,. And becauſe there is no pure 
in,of this Tongue left, befades che 
ible; muſt be-hard. to underſtand its 
refſions, wherein the Trarflators can 
nd little or no. help from the variety 
and ene of Authours, . And ſeeing 
is k was: 'pen'd indiff:rently, 
r all Ages, Nations, and Scxcs, it, was 
fic that irsſtile (hould have: becn conde-, 
ſcending: for theſe who are rally can pull 
the fruc which pros » Whereas theſe. 
a, | 2 | 


w 


freq ant yt Ge none of theſe | 
bur-fpoke in the hrill ſmall yoice, His dis | 
vine Proyidence hath ſo order'd it , that! | 
NERO Lone 
fard of Eloquence nor flight of Logi 
bur meezly ro the truth of what is the 
in repreſented : our Saviour, will with: 

and ſpittle , illuminate our eyes, an: 
He did theſe of the orher blind _— 
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Or Storch, 65 
got like a Charieter, with perfurned and 
___—_— It is not alwayes the 
mettal., which carries the 
> i=preſſs; nor doth the painted cag« 
d& caſt the cleareſt light, There-are 
' glany things in Scripture , which becauſe 
| of our frailcy , appear ( like a aff in the 
waters). to be crooked, albeir they be 
he, Why Abraham ſhould have 
kill'd his ſon - /ſaxc ; or the Jſraclites 
laye borrowed and not reftored the &. 
ominn Ear-rivgs , Raggers not. my be- 
z for theſe to God, and 
neither to Abyabam, nor the Egypriens : 
and ſo God might have given order to a- 
ny He pleaſed to- receive chem : and 
theſe-who obey'd,, were no more guilty 
then ſuch are, who by order from 
j Goes, receive what he did for- 
ly Rad toothers, And 'as to irs repe- 
iGons they differ, no doubr, from one a» 
nother z albeit we( who think all things 
removed , thayghby a little diſtance from 
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66 The Vi Sedo, 
vince Hereticks and others, who ſhould 
eall the 'tneaning * of 'any one place 5 
queſtron, or wrelt it by what precede F'We 
follower, 

- {A$ t9 theſe others j/-m whom the” _ 
of Gods confolations , (by being winded 


in the' crack veſſels of their- heads ) wr ) 


into/ the tart vinegar of prophane "$i 
tyres, 1 My oof Mo rms for, 
that ffomack "muſt "be © very co 
whertin the beſt of aliment* pur 
moſt.:" an probably 5" that indigeſied 
rk, being converted into excrementith. 
bus bileand humours; my caft themm 
a ferver which thall neyer cool:to elf eter 
nity. * T pry likewiſe theſe j who! tbe 
af ay inadvertent ( and as they "ny 
Fnnlefſe) hamovr , jeſt with theſe divine 
cruths ;' like footifh *thifdren,, who '1ov 
rather to "ſport with their meat then” Bit 
-1 Te ; abbeir they"intend Ja, a 
fhane Scripture; yet; vili # 

we may Tay of the xe of tak 
Gods nime-in our mouths; "which wt 
noe ofily , nor "be done defigne,30 
Mlaſpfitine and dffame Fon! 6 Mie thts 
be rakeri bir upsn neceſſiry , 4nd," like 
riſe SHew. bread, nivult” be uſed bro 
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Or Stolck, 67's 
when we are in ftraics, I have been too : 
err fin my. ſelf; and there. 

, leaſt I ſhould make no.atoneiment,/ 
[have rather reſolyed to apptar before 
the world, in che duſt and ſackloth of 
this filly Diſcourſe, a Pennance really, 
game very great, /, 


i When I conſider how various and in« 
numerable are the ations of men , and 
that in all theſe; . they need particular in» 
fruRions from above the Poles , I ads 
mire why chere are {o many paſſages in 
Scripture , from which our neceffiry may. 

no aſſiſtance. ' And therefore let 


-L{hovld think 4 that in Scripture there: is 


any waſte of words, I am induced to be- 
lieve, that chere run many hid —_— 
from Geneſis 10, Johns Revel4tjans;vihere- 
is the myſtical ſenſe deſcrves likewiſe the 
mime of God's word : Might we not have 
adinired Why. the Rory Hager and her 
baſtard is. there - voluminouſly deſcribed, 
/and\whar the Church or private Devoci- 


on was concerned therein, 1f Paxl,Gal. 4. 


24. had -n6r_ diſcovered 'the myſtery to 
8&2 By which things, anather thing is 
Aheant : For, theſe two mothers are the 
15 F 4 ewo 


6f The Virtuoſe,, 


two Teftaments , the one whichris Agany | 


hondage, &fe. 1 might re 1 
excellent alluſions to prope this, bee 


ſhalbſarisfie- my ſelf wich one which T'did} | 


re6d in one Door Eporer; who, preachs: , 
ing jo; 15,16, Thea Calch ſandy 
he who [miteth Kirjah-ſcpher and takerh 
4; 20en 86 bin will 4 Achſal ay 

hrer to wife, AndOrhnigl took 11,8or; 

, thar"Cafeb fignities a good bearty 
Kin jab, fephey the (City of the Letter, 
Mcbſab the Hifen , Othniel Goi'soppery 
unity, And fo the :mvftical - fenſe 
mins, 2 good heare ſairh-y/ that whoever 


will rake in (-and fmite,, as Adoſes did the | 


rod) the 'Lerter of the word , ſhall -beve 
the viſion' which lurks under jr giſeo- 
vered and given co him. | And Gods oun 
rime is the only mcan for iſhing 
this : As alſo, it is nioft remarkable, thas 
that City which 

before it-wastaken in , or 4 -#be cop of 
the Letter, was, afrer jc was conquered; 


alled Debir, which figriifies ax Ore | 


ple ; fo that the -Word-or Letter is no 
Oracle, 1311 -ie be- once, #s' it wee; 

wenn and oyercome. Since-the read- 
"+ ng 
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Or Sroick, 6g 
ie bf which Sermon , I believe thas 
oy rofit more by an Hebrew Le. 

7 woe by a thouſand Engisb Le. 


Rures, | 
' Theſe who detraRt from Scripture, 


iburing che produQtion of mira« 
'to natural cauſes , do not much dif. 
parage the power of God , bur: ( chough 
againſt theip depraved intention ) cry ra- 
potency « For cectajnly, 
ifaheſe my were profluced by ſe. 
eondary cauſes , then doubrlefle, thae 

ive faculry was bettowed upon 
them by the Almightys and if he can 
make'the creawres produce ſuch ſtrange 


; effefts, much more is he ablero effecte- 


methem himſelf; as ic is more difficule, 
for a-grear Maſter ,/ to form curious and 
admitable Chara&ers when he leads & 
ſchellars hand, then. when he writes 
' thim with bis. own; for, | ſuch help 
| my be calledre/it;»g aſſiſt ance,, 1 can 


not: ikewiſe bur blame ' many of our 


Preachers , who racher break open 
Texts4 and rather make new meas 
nivgs; ſiting with their private deſigns, 
then tell che ” meaning of the Spirit, 
Abo would not - have lavgl'd WI 
92) a Pres» 


70 The Virtmoſo , 
8 Presbyrerian obſerve , from the firſt 
chapter of Gezeſis , firkt verſe, that whilſt 


Moſes relates what God made,, he (peaks: 


nothing of Biſhops; by which it ways 
vident (ſaid Dow Qurxot's Chaplain) 
that Biſhops were not of divineInſtitutionz 


a concett as ridiculous as that of a Priafty | 


who ngring Maria ſpoken of for to ſs 
nifie Seas, did brag that he had found 
Virgin Mary named in they old Teſta» 


ment. Albeic I cthink-preaching no patt- 


of divine Worſhip: , hearing v_ NO as 
doration; yet, love I to go toChurehy 
were it bur-ro ſee a multitude met toge- 


ther, to confeſſe that there is a Gods' | 


Bur , when[T goto hear I crre not whom, 
knowing that Chriſt ele&ed Fiſher-men 
to: - preach - down infidelity , - when: 4a 
was in che'ruff of it's pride : and hat 
Penl- (the moſt fignal Trophee- of our 


Chriſtian Faich ) -was ſent for -confir- | 


mation, .-not to Peter or Janes at Ter 

lems, but to. Anamas,one of the as 
he Diſciples. And ſeeing our Sal- 

vation, by preaching , isa miracle z 1 

ſill alma the greater, by how.much 

weaker the inftrumencs are, When the 

Pulpit - was- a | mount -- Siner , _ 

| + whi 


: 


\. 
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O»- Sroich - 7t 
which” the Law was chundered- , or a 
moant of '/Ofrves , whereor our Saviours 
glorious transformation was to be ſeen, 
then. were Sermons to be horibured ;' bur 
fince it is become a mount Ceatvar, where. 
on- our blefled Saviour ſuffers daily 5 by: 
ſcandalous railings , Sermons are become 
—_— for the moſt pa. I harers 
ſee that divine place made either a Bar, 
whereat ſecular quarrels are , with paſſion, 

ded ; or. a Stage, whereon revenge 
Fs Satyres , fariahed z or, 2 School. 
chair , from which vnincelligible queftiT 
ons are myſteriouſly debated 3 but as 
mongſt all theſe innovations; © mtrodu- 
ced by our unfant Divines , + hate none; 
more then that ' of giving reaſon -for 
proving the Doftrine , winch being Scti= 
prure- 1c \ ſelf, can; be proved by nothing 
that is more . certain, As for inſtance; 
when'the Do&rine is , that God loved ms; 


freely, how can this be praved more, 


oY PIE thus, wy Text ayes: 
i? and that is rdem-per idems, a molt 


unlogital kind: of probation; When 


«then go to Church , I ſhovid love ro 


"fpend my time in praiſes and- prayers 3 
"Whtth as they are the only parts df adoia- 


tion, 


91 The Virtweſs, | 
'tjon 4 ſo' are they- the natural imploy# 
mencs of the /Church , cicher Milicantor 
Triutmphane : Yer, it diſpleaſes me to hear 
our Pujpitiers ſcricch and cry ,like + 
Bael's Prieſts , as if God were no nearer 
chem then the viſible Heavens. 9 
-'L 248 1 
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Cuar, TIX, 
Of the Moral Law. 


T honours wuch our employment , that 
God Almighty was the firſt and great 
w-giver z and that our blefled Savie' 
our fliles himſcif our Advocate, And'it"* 
is an amazing wonder that we are tyed 
only by ten Laws; whereof ſeven were” 
enacted doubrlefſe- for our ad 4 


and' reſpet z more inmmediare the” þ 


ourity of the creature then the honout-/ 
of the Cremtor 3' and are ſuch reſtrain | 
«men behoved to have Jaid upon one-: 
another , and which nature layes upon-" 
usall.”” Andalbeit 1 laugh at the Jewf(h: 
Cabefa , which ſayes,' that the woraÞ"! 
Law was written , two thouſand years be#© 
fore Mefes ,in. black letters atthe back of 
a 


' 


, 
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Or Sroich, + 71. 
a clear burning fire: Yer, can I n& ap« 
Tertulhahs wit, as rents an 

all theſe cen-in che prohibition made 

1 Adew, There are indeed ſore finnes 
Which ſcarce a conſequence can ng 
within the yerge of theſe Command. 
ments, As for inftance, Drunke ineffe : 
Yet, theſe are ſuch as are ſo deftruQiye 
to our natiire, that there needs no Law 
be made againſt chem. So that the Prieſt 
hit witily , co whom chat fin being con- 
» enjoyned as a Pennance , their 
being drunk a ſecond time ; which makes 
me conclude , that if Drunkenneſs were 
to be under any of theſe Laws, 
it would fall moſt natraſly under chac, 
Thes ſhalt not kill, Albeit the fourth 
dment ſeems to reſpe&t only 


fig ſeems ro be no wayes bertered by 
it; 'Yer, our more ſerious obſervatiory 


P 

C 

7 | the honour of God, and that the crea. 
"þ 


| will diſcover , thac all belabouring crea- 


rares, as ig were , expeRt an gaſe the ſe- 

y day more then any other, Whe- 
thet Ir be," char nature is by cuftome 
framed to that expeRation, I cannot rell £ 
; Bur, we fee that God choic'd that num- 
bet-to be the year of ms * 


13 
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74 The Virtuoſo; , 


his le, and. thac it, is the period 
of all the fever confiltencies 1n . our 
life, infancie, pubertic, rc, And forthis 
reaſon Phyſicians obſerve , /thatthe child 
born. in 4 ſeycath moneth is. tr 

then that which js born in che ciahehs by. 
cauſe in the ſeventh ic is come to a knoty 


by paſſing whereof, in the eighth it is tw 


a fate of imperfe&tion : Bur, what che 
myſterie of this. holy Climarerick is , 1 
referr till we, come £5 chat Sabbath of reſty 
whereat we ordinarily arrive afcer ſeyens 
times nine years hath ſnowed upon us, - - 
We may think, that if Cod had inten! 
ded , that one and the ſame day' of the 
week (ſhould have bcen ppropriniey 
to, have been a Sabbath, He had defigs 


ned cach day by a' ſpecial. term, and |. 


had commanded, that a day of ſuch a'des 


Ggnation, (hould have been ſequeſtrared 


Hy foe ſevench_ day He did leave a hibex- 
2TO einploy any day of che ſeventh for 
that uſe, Yet, it is remarkable, 'thas 
Moſes nor the Jewiſh Church durft” nor 
arcewpt the change of their new-years 
day z. Þit that the Almighty was plete | 
g&d to beltow 2 peculiar ſanCtion upoth 
RadCcliffrs Trnetas | 


for a Sabbath ; and that b defigning on- 7 
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Or Stock} 75 
thar-alceration : For, Exod, 12, 2, He 
commands , that the moneth wherein che 
Iſraelites came from Egypr , ſhould be, by 
them ,-. repured the fiift month of cheir 
years, . Wherefore , ſeeing each Nation 
chalks out a divers Sabbath , ic would ap» 

that there is_ ſomething of humour 


' in ic as well as of Religion, The Fene- 


reous Mahumetan chooſerh Friday , or, 
ties Veneris ; The dull Tew dull Saturns 
day; The warliks Parthians Tucſday, or, 
Mars-day ; The cheery Europeans Swn- 
day. And- albeit the Chriſtians are in- 
fluenced only by inſpiration ; yer ,I am 
confident , that the heathens did follow 
that for Religion , Which ſvired beſt with 
their natural cemper,_ . Bur this is. a 
meditation , , which ſhould travel no- 
where beyond a man's private breaſt, 
1t- meet with enmity and begert {caft« 


It would pyzzle a heathen much to hear, 
that he who breaks one of thefe Laws, 
s. guilty. of the breach of all ; Bur, ic 
troubles not me , ſeeing all theſe Laws 
aremade to ſhew our obedience, and 
the breach of any one of them ſhewes 
Qur-cem;empr of hian who is the author - 


97s The Virtwoſo, | 
8H. And it be this was typified th 
Mofes's vreaking both Tables -with one 
dvr Ne if his breaking of 
we” wy? For, 1 
theme ' not been pon for 
ſome hid end', donbtlefs he had beetvres 
proved for his ce, However 
we my” from Er ie 4 
nature of paſſion , which made AMoſa, 
who was the meckeft man upon earch, 
break all the Laws' of God itt one 2M, 
Fr might alſo be argned, rhar ſeeing all 
the Laws of the fecond Table were" 6+ 
tacted for , and refpeRt nltimately , the 
nes grodaers , that where man is tot 


by or there the Law cannot be broke; 
Andthus, if a married Man ſhould haw 
kberry from his wife ro rake anorher wos 
r, this could be no more reputed 44 
tery , then ir could' be repured theft , 
to take what belongs to our neighbours 
himſelf” conferiting ; and rhar for this 
eaſe, /acob; begerting childrert with hit 
. wifes maids , 15 nor x Scripeure re 
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as adhlcery , becauſe they were given &@ 
him by her ſelf for char effeRt : but'f, 

che praQice of all che world condettins ri 
concluſion , far be'ie- for wr WORRY 
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Or Storch, 5» 

firther; yet this is but a ſophiſm,for ſeeing 

bodies 'are- the Temples of che Holy 

y We can no more w them up- 

onſuch uſes, then a Church- Warden can 

give the uſe of the Church to Taver- 
ners, 


: " at den. bon Mo to it 


Cnapr, X, 
Of the Tedicial Law, 


Lbeitthe Judicial Law ( which may 

be juſtly called the judicious Law) 
18-commonly reputed to be but che muni- 
cipat Law of the Jews ; yet feeing it was 
delivered--in almoſt one context with 
that Law which was thundred from monnt 
Sin4s with ſo much pomp, and is ingroft 
inthe Books of holy Twuch s and feet 
gearher related to reafon thert any orher 
Law , 1 admire why it ſhould not be reli- 
| | ban by all Nations : eſpeci« 
ſeeing 4 8s it is,the exacteſt picture 
of Juſtice that ever was drawn ; fo it hath 
this ofa picture in ir,that ic ſeems to look 
dwefly upon all who tehold ic; albeic 


be _—_ hemſclyes) itt« 
o pra LireAy 


78 The Virtwoſo, 

direftly te fivations and Rances, 
Thus \ be ſuirs eyen with contrary 
tempers, - and: the unequal complexions 
of all Nations. 1 know that the Ceres 
monial Law is likewayes inſert amongſt 
the other holy Canons, and yet binds 
not us who live under the juriſdition.of 
the Goſpel : Bur, che reaſon of this 
ſeems to be ;- becauſe rheſe did immedi1- 
ately concern -the Jewiſh Church, and 
were converſant about theſe holy things, 
And ſo, ſeeing the Old Teſtament is 8 


deſcription. of their Hierarchy, and 'of: | 


God's way of working in thee times, I 
wonder not to ſee the Ceremonies amidlt- 
other ſacred Truths, and yer not obſerved, 
ſeeing they are expreſly abrogace, But, if 
rhe judicial Law , which reſpeCted not the- 
Hierarchy of that Church , was obligatory 
only wuleſt the Jewiſh Stare was in be= 
ing , 1 admire why the Spiric of God; 
rook £2 much pains , firſt to pen it , and: 
then to deliyer ic ſo Canon-like to poſte- 
rity, And fince it is a principle in Law and? 
reaſon, that Laws muſt filb Rand in vis? 


gor till they. be expreſly abrogace , and: 


muſt not be derogated from by confſe+: 
quences. or preſumptions , Iadmire "_ 
OY« this 
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this Law, which God hatheneryate by no 
expreſs Text, {hould be now look'd upon 
as" Statutes no-wife eL-/a-mode, It is 
true, that our Sayiour , when the woman, 
<nvicted of adultery , was brought to 
lim, "did not, according to that Law, 

ce the ſerxence of 'death againſt 

$ whence ſome think, that Church- 
men , following their Maſters example, 
ſhould not give their (uffcages in criminal 
caſes , and have only Jirks vrapginl lo, 4 
bloudlefle Juriſdiftion ; for 4 they are 
appointed to be Nurſes, not Chyrar< 
geans, , it 4s asrrue,,- that nur Sa- 
viour profeſſed in all the erat of His life, 
that He came'not to be a Judge in things 
temporal ; and His deſign -in that place 


' was only to- convinoe them of their owrt 


—C 


fins; and not” to- abſolve her , not to'a« 
brogate, the Law: and therefore He de 
fied him who was freeſt from fin , to caſt 
the firſt fone at her. And whereas it is 
conjeQtured , 'that theſe words which our 
Swviour ſtoop'd down to- write in the 
clay; immediately thereafter. was in at 
rogation of that Law ; this is Gromancp 
more wild chen any leffon which is al- 
kdged ro have been read in the myRerious 

| G 2 f. £6 
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face of Heaven , 2nd ſhould never be 
tavght but in. 2 Rabbies Cabakaftick 
Gown. And-whereas it is alledged that 
there are precepts in that corpus Fun 
ris, which reſpe&ts only the humor of the 
Few:, I admire why that can be urged; for 
certainly, theft , murder , and theſe other 
crimes puniſhed there, are the ſame 


crimes which reigns amongſt us ; and ſa | 


why not puniſhable after the ſame man- 
ner > Neicher are the humors of theſe 
Jews more different from ours, then was 
the genize of the Romans ; and yet , few 
or no Nations refuſe te caſt their modern 
Laws in that aritique mould, And ir is ye- 
xy probable, thatas God did , in the mo- 
ral Law, teach man how to be juſt in bis 
own ations, ſo He would likewayes in- 
tru& him. by a judicial Law, how to ad+ 
mipiſtrace Juſtice to others, . 

What can perpetuate a Law more then 
ts rage ms W | is enacted 
ſhould be obligatory in all ages, and the 
reaſon wherton. it 18 founded (hould be 
eternal > and in what Laws do theſe two 
yy mars. wy ſo much, as in 

judicial Laws of the Fews , where the 
eternabLayegiyer was Legiſlator , and the 


10N, 
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occafion,produftive of them, ſeemed rati- 
crys, neceſſary) co His infallible om- 
niſcience ? and if in any of cheſe ſaruces, 
our purblind Judgements cannot ſee a pre= 
ſent conveniency , we ſhould rather im- 
pure that to our own funplicity , then 
tharge it as a guilt upon His divine Sca- 
tutes; and are there not many munici- 
pal Laws in each Country, which haye 
no hedge about them to keep chem un- 
trampled _ by wanton and too curi- 
ous wits? Burt, that excellent Maxime, 
Omnium qua fecerunt Majores noſtri, now 
efreddendarationt que certa ſunt, incerta 
redderentur; 2 rea(on muſt not be rendred 
for all chat our Anceſtors have enacted, 
left what is now certain, become then un« 
certain, Albeic a Law enaRted only by 
humane Authority , ſeem unreaſonable or 
inconvenient; yet, it retains it's vigor till 
it be abrogate by the ſame , or ® higher 
Authority , then that whereby it was firſt 
flatuted ; and the Law ſayes , that nhl 
ot tam nat urale quam wnumguodq;codem 
mode diſſolvi,quo colligatum eſt, And, ſee- 
ing the moral and judicial Lyws are ewi- 
ſed ſo together, and are oft incorporated 
in one Ratureas Leviee2e,10, Dent. 22. 
ay G 3 22, 


$3 The Vir twoſo, 
2:2, where adujtery'is forbidden , and the 
adulcerer is'to di< the death : how can. we 
think the one half of this Law obligatory 
for ever, and yer neglect it's other half, 
wherein che puniſhment is ſpecified , and 
which appears to have been the fecpe of 
the divine Law-giver 2 © For, the world 
needed not ſo much to have. been ac- 
quainced, that adultery was a fin , as that 
that fin deſeryed death ; and'if we allow 
our capricious humor the liberty to pezett 
what we think inconvenient , we may at 
laſt arrive at that pitch of licentiouſneſs,as 
ro abrogace , by our praQtice, whatever 
choaks our preſent humour. 
- - There are many things much miſtaken 
m that Law , which makes the diflonancy 
berwixt it and our” Law, appear ſo much 
the greater,” . As for inftance, it is con- 
cluded-, that by that Law, no thefc was 
puniſhable by death 5 whereof this is- gi- 
ven as @ reaſon ; becauſe there is no pro- 
rtion- berwixt the goods and life ; and 
thac all that a man hath he will give for 
his life; whereas this argument would 
prove, that. no 2vile but murder ſhould 
be puniſhed with death 3 -apd ſo this dart 
4ather flees oyer then hirs the mark ac 
"0 which 
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which it is leyel'd, And if this argu- 


ment be concluded , why ſhould adultery 
have been puniſhed with death by thac 
Law, ſeeing there ſeems no proportion 
betwit that guilt and death ? For, if vita 
& fama be inLaw 4quipar at,by that ſame 
Law, pecania off alter ſanvgnuis, Bur, if there 
be no preportion berwixt goods and 
life, - and if the puniſhment of theft, 
when it's aggrag'd co it's greateſt height, 
cannot, in their opinion , reach ſo far as 
to be capital : why was it, that by thar 
Law no@turnal thieves might - have been 
killed by thoſe who found them ? Exod, 
22, 2, For, it appears againſt reaſon, thac 
more ſhould be permirted to a private and 
paſſionate parry ,, then to-a dis-intereſted 
Judge. Andit is clear by 2 Sam. 12. 5. 
that theft was in ſome caſes capital : For, 
there David vows, that he who toook 
his neighbours one ſheep , and ſpared his 
own many , ſhould ſurely dye ; which 
being ſpoke by a juſt King to an excel- 
lent Prophet, and not reproved , muſt not 
be thought a flaſh of paſſion , bur a well- 
founded ſentence, Where nor likewayes 
two theeves crucified by the Jews ac the 
{ame time withour ever glorious Saviour ? 

G 4 which 


84 The V irtmoſa, 
which muſt not Fachought a Remiſh exe- 
cution , ſeeing the Law of the Remyans 
allowed no ſuch puniſhment for theft : 
I judge therefore , che reaſon why murder 
and adultery were puniſhed with death, 
rather then all thefts , co haye been , be- 
cauſe theft may be repaired by refticurt- 
en, but murder and adulcery cannot, And 


albcic the judicial Law commands refli«: . 


wiion only in the theft of an os ar ſheep, 
(ung of {mall momeng, and which may 
Rollen to ſacisfic rather hunger then) 
luſ). yet, I ſee no limits ſer ro Judgesp 
commanding them not to inflict a capical! 
puniſhment in extraordinary caſes ; For 
certainly, he who ſeals, nay, for ought he: 
himſelf knows , be abour the commurring 
of murdery(ecing to ical whar (hould alj« 
ment any poor ane,,is, in effect , the ſawe: 
thing ast0 murder him,Is is much contros! 
 yerted,, if this Law probibirs ſelf-wurdery 
and | think it. doth:For,we are command 
ed xo Joye our neighbour as our ſelf ; and 
ſo, fince we. are commanded net to kill 
our neighbour, that (ame Law muſt like» 
waycs forbid our killing of our ſelyes. But 
the reaſon probably, why no expreſſe 
Tegt d & foxbjd thas fin, was, becauſe-tha: 


Spirit 
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$pirit of God knew that.the paturalaver- 
hon we bave againſt death, would , in 
this, do more then ſupply a Law ; and 
that theſe who would be -1o deſperate 
a3 toneglet the one , would neyer be ſo 

j0us 25 to obey the orher. Or elſe, God 
| Lach been unwilling , by making ſuch a 

Law , to intimate to the world, that ſuch 
a fin might be commicred, Yer, it ſeems 
firange, char many are in Scripcure' rela. 
ted; as Sax/, and. others, to have killed 
themſelves, againſt whom no check ſtands 
regiſtrated in holy Records, Bur, I ſtop 
here, intending to beſtow a whole Traac 
ppon the judicial Law, a cask hitherto coo 
much negleCt:d, 

The ſecond mirrour, wherein God Al. 
mighty is to be ſeen, is that of His Crea+ 
tures 3 and in that a Virtaoſs may con- 
2 template in His infinite power , as in che 

| atherhe may ſce His admirable juſtice, Ic 
is'very obſervable, that wben God,or His 
Prophers, would prove his greatneſs, the 
Sun, Orion, and the Leviathan, are made 
| uſe of as arguments, And when the Spirig 
of God deſcribes the inimicable knowledg 
\ of Selowmen,bcliowed upon him by God,as 
an extraordinary mark of His favour : he 
+ T0 aycs 


| 
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ayes not, that he underſtood the .quirks 
of Philoſophy, or notions of Divinity ; 
bur, -it is ſaid, that he-knew all fronr che 
Cedar of Lebanon to the Hyſope that 
grows upon the wall, And in earneſt, itis 
firange, that when Man comes into the 
gallery of this World, he ſhould take ſuch 
pleaſure in gazing upon theſe ill-drawn 
fRions, which-have onely paſt thy pencil 
of humane wit, and ſhould nor fix his ad. 
naration upon theſe glorious creatures, 
which are the works of that great Ma- 
ſter ;- in frameing whereof, God is conh- 
tent to be ſaid to have ſpent ſx days, to 
the end, that man might admire the ef- 
fefts of ſo much pains ; whereas His om- 


nipotency might,with one fiat, have ſum. | 


monedrhem allto appear , apparell'd in 
theſe gorgeous [drefles which now a- 
dorns them, And it is as ſtrange , that 
man, having thac huge volumn of the 
Creation to revolve, wherein 4s ſuch an 
_ infinite number of curious tale-duces, to 
feaſt his eyes with curiocity , and io fur- 
niſh his ſoul with ſolid knowledge ; he 
ſhow!d notwithſtanding ſpend ſo much 
oyland ſweatyin ſpinning out e»s rations, 
materia prima, potemtiagbedients wa" 
ſuc 
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+ fuch like unintelligible traſh, which, like, 
cob=webs, are bur enyenomed {dv(} curi- 
ioaſly wrought, And becauſe the Groſs of 
' mankinde was {o groſs,as not to under. 
ttandGods greatneſs by the abſtraR idea's 
which 10ftin&t preſenced ro him 2 There. 
fore, to teach that ſenſual croud , by 
the erunch-manrie of ſence ,He hath be- 
owed npon them this mirrour , where- 
inthey may {ce how infinite He 1s in 
power, v-ho made Nothing lo fruitful, as 
to bud forth in this glorious crop of crea- 
\ tures, which now inhabits the ſurface of 
Heaven and Earth, 


_— 
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. Of Manſters. 


Y Admire that fuch Philoſophers as 
'F have had their faces waſh'd at the 
tont, can allow of Monſters, and define 
them to'be th2 preter-intentional works 
of nature, wherein nature miſs'd of her de- 
Tgn;and was not able to effeQuare whar 
| ſhe intended: for,if nature and providence 
fenifie the fame thing - in the DiRio> 


F*y 
nary 


88 The Virtwoſo, 
of Chriſtianicy., ic were blaſpþ 

to think , that | 4 could —_ 'Y 
able to effeftuate what it once deſigned,” | | 
All the creatures are irideed bur as clay 
in the hand of chis great Potter; but, it | t 
were impious to think , that His Artcan | « 
be miſtaken in framing any Veſſely } « 
whezefore, I am apter to believe , that all | f 
theſe creatures which the Schools term | 0 
Monſters , are rather the intentions, then |} t 
errors of »4twre; and that as nature doth | © 
nothing without d , fo irdothnov | it 
thing without . And thus I'ras [n 
ther admire nature in theſe, for her cun« | n 
ning variety , then upbraid her with in- '| 
iy 

c: 

Th 

ſe 

W 

W 


ſufficiency and weaknefſe, Neither term 
T an Hermaphrodice , man or woman, ac. 
cording to the prevalency of that Sex! | 
which predomines in it , no. more then I | 
think that the Painter,when he hath deli + 
neared curiouſly an exat Mermaid, refol- 
ved to draw either a woman orfiſh, | and! $N 
not one diſtin creature , -piec'd up &f pF 
both. And doubtleſs this exror did at firlt 
proceed from mans vanity ; who cons! | li 
cluded that eyery frame which anſwered: | th 
not that sdea,which reſides in him, was the! \ ti 
effe& of chance, & not of narure;as if u#= | at 
I, tare | 
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| 
| tare bad been obliged to leave in the bi- 
| Mliocheck of his head , che Original of all 


luch pieces as were to paſsir's Preſs, 
Seeing God, in his ſurvey of the Crex« 
tion, called all chac He had made good, be- 
auſe they were uſefull , I conclude, that 
+ thoſe are the beſt which are the moſt uſe- 
| full, And albert I condemn prodigaliry 
of ignorance 1 in preferring a Diamond 
| :0-a Capon or Shcep s yet , do 1 not 
condemn ſach of vanity ,' as ſhine with 
theſe ſparkling creatures : For, fince God 
made »orb:ng, which He did not defti- 
nate for ſome uſe , and ſeeing moſt of 
theſe ſerve for no uſe elſe, doubtleſs, rhe 
wearing of them is moſt allowable, Yet, 
an 1 not allow of theſe gaudy com« 
| pounds, which men create to them- 


{ | ſelves; as if ſomething had been Rill 


» anting after the Creation was finiſhed 
wherein man could ſupply God , and Arc 
Nature, The beſtowing of « hundred 

npon a Tulip, or a thouſand on a 
yarenot tome the meer rants of 
lawry ; but are courſes pre-ordained by 
the Almighty , for returning to poor Ar- 
 tilans, that money , which opprefſion did 


| | chirſt moſt in juſtly ſcrewfrom their weary 


hands, 


90 The Virtwoſ+ ; 

hanc's;[t is our ignorance of nature”s myz' 
ſeries which perſwades us, that ſome, if 
not molt of rhe creatures, ferve rather for 
beautify ing the univerſe, then for ſupply. 

ing neceſſity; an error which experience 

daily confutes 3 So, thoſe herbs which: of 
old cloathed only rhe uninhabued moun« 

tains, do now deſerve their own place in 

Apothecaries ſhops, And it is moſt -ob- 

ſerv:able, chat . the Scurvyy grows no 

where but where the diſeaſe rages, which 

1s cured by ir. -Secing God loved variety” 


in the Creation, He'cannot hate © curio1 * 
ſity in man , theſe ewo being correfpons; * 


dents ; and the one without the other 
would be but as flowers to the blind, or" 
muſick to thedeaf. I laughar the fruitleſs 
pilgrimages of ſuch as travel co Jopps -ort 
China, to farisfic their curioficy ;; there 
being a T redask;»s cloſer ini each Tulip, 
anda Solomon's Court in cach Lilly of 
the field,” And ſeeing mens. tempers are {o 
yarjous, 1t'was n9 wonder thar the crea« 
tures(which were made for his uſe ) ſhould 


have been made proportional to his ls! 


mor : Bur, ſeeing art bath in many «liivgs 


copied Nature tothe life, 1 think not »the | 


Syrametty nor variety (be ſecn among 
chg 
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the creatures ſuch an ipfallibte argumenc 
for proving the being of a God, as is :#- 


{ fintt,which all the art of men and Angels 


cannor counterſeit 5 and herein is ir, that 
that grand Magician muſt acknowledge 
the finger of his Maker, ſeeing here hig 
own arr fails, 

Theſe who,expe&t <qual excellency in all 
the partsof this curious Pabrick, do nor 
vaderſtand whercin its Symmerrie © con- 
kts, All the ſtrings of an Inſt.ument ſound 
not-equally high, and yer they makeup 


I the harmony : «the face of the earth looks 


; } inſome places deform'd and parcht ; and 


2. 


F 
} 
T 
a; | 
be 
' 


1 * * , Re M 
yer it isthere the mocher of rich mines 


(asif God intended to beſtow a great por- 
tion where he beftows an ill face ) and 
whar we think deformities, were placed 
there. as patches , and are no more ble- 
miſhes than che ſpots are to the Leopards, 
I -confels, tha at firſt it puzted nwch 
my enquiry, for what end theſe Moun«= 
tains were made ſo near neighbours co 
thedivided Clouds: andI once imagin'd, 
thas theſe were rather the effects of the 

, then creatures firſt intended : 
and were but the rubbiſh "and mud 
wich theſe imperuous waters had heap'd 


uy 


92 The Virtmoſe, 
up ina maſs: But , I was thereafter diſs 
ſwaded from this conjeRure, by the 8. 
- Chap. Prov. where wiſdom, proving it's 
antiquity , ſays, that it was with God be= 
fore the Heavens were prepared , and the 
Mountains ſetled z by the ſcope of which 
Text, it is clear , that the Heavens, Hills, 
and the reſt of the Creation , are ſaid to 
bear one date, It is then more probable, 
that God foreſecing that the luft of con- 
| would , like the Needle of the 
ompals, look oft North, as is evident by 


comparing all the Monarchies ( firſt the * 


Aſſyrian, then the Grecian, then Roman, 
now German) did therefore bound ambi. 
tion, as it were with high Hills , ( albeit 
fince Ambition hath found a way to 
dimb over them ) as if He cold chemy 
that they ſhould march no further. Thus, 
It is very obſervable , that the northern 
arts of one Kingdome, are alwayes more 

ren then the Southern limits of the 
Countrey which lies to the North of ir, 
The North of Exgland more mountain« 
ous and barren then the fourth of Scorland, 


albeir ir lye nearer the Sun ; the Sourh of * 
England more pleaſant and fercile rhen | 


the North of France ; and the Sourh of 
Fraxit 


Radelifie Truvtos 
LEY, 


T 
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Fr ve then the north of Traly, &c. 
 "Wemultlikewayes- contider , that na« 
| ©. tyre brinſed its face ſo when it fell in 4- 
dam, that iedid then eontratt many of 
_ theſe blemiſhes which now deform: ic ; 
$ ind chat aSit waxes old, its native beauty 
"ische more deformed by furrowed wrin- 
"'kles, We cannot judge what ie was 
m heakh , by irs preſent diſtempered 
condition , whereinit groans and \travel- 
| kehin pain, as the ApotMle tells us, And 
| , þ | the differences betwixt theſe wo ſtates 
& & © may be known fromchis, that God, when 
, He complexted the Creation , (aw' that 
4 all was good; whereas Solomon , having 


c reviewed itin his time , ſaw all co be va- 
9 mey and vexation of ſpirit. 

ly 
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- ; Of Man, ani by Creation, , 


_ T He third mirrour , wherein God is 

* X tobeadmired,is Ma#, This is that 
of | "Hoble Creature which God was pleaſed tr 
en} mould laft of all others , not willing to 
'bringhim home , Gill by che preceding 
«1a H Creatr>ns 
xv 


__ 
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Creations He had pleniſhed his houſe a4 
bundantly for him. - And albeit:in the 
Creation of all other Creatures,it is only 
faid,that God (poke and it was: Yet,when 
Man was to be framed, the cabinet Coun- 


cil of Heaven was called, and it is (aid'} let - 


—_—_ more art had been to be. ſhew- 

ed here., then in all the remanent Fa- 
brick of tne terraqueous Globe, and 
glorious Circles of; Heaven, It is like- 
wiſe very obſervable; - that albeit all the 
fiſhes of- the Sea -were formed by one 
word , all the beaſts of the field by one 


aft, &c, Yet, God was pleaſed to be- 


ftow two upon the Creation of CAan;by 
the firft; his body was created out of 
the duſt; and thereafter, was breathed in, 
his (ou). And albeit cranftient mention 
is only made of all other Creations; yet 
the hiſtory of Mans Creation 15 ewice 
repeated, once, Gen, 1. 27. and again, 
2. 7. And, left that foreſcen deformi- 
ty, wherewith he was to be belmeared 
afteyhis fall , ſhould make ic be queſtio- 
ned, thatat his ficſt creation he had re- 
ceived the impreſſs of Gods Image,this is 
oft repeated: For,inthe 26 v.Gen. 1.it is 
laid, Let ws makg man-in eur Image;and then 

| again, 


1 


[. 
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again, 4nd after ow likeneſs, Andinthe 
27. verſe, $9 God created man in bis own 
Image ;; and again immediately chereaf- 
ter, in the Image of God. Created be bim, 
Yet, I am confident ; that this Image is 
{o bedabled in the mire of {in, and (o that» 
cred byics firſt fall', and chis divine am» 
preſſa, and priat', ſo worn out by our 
oid and vicious habits; that if this-ge- 
nealogy had not been (o oft inculcated, 
we could nt but bave called it in que» 
ſtion, albeit our vanity be ready enough 
to believe a deſcent ſo royal and ſub- 
lme. Wherefore I muſt again admire the 
folly of Athieſts, who, by denying a 
Deity, cloud their own noble birth» 
right, 5 
Bur, albeit man be made after Gods 
Image, yet, that tan be no argument to 
conclude , thar therefore God may be 
made after mans image, or repreſented 
under his hgure, as the Anthropomor. 
phirs foolithly contend, no more, then if 
we ſhould conclude, that becauſe 4 Copy 
may be taken of an Original; therefore an 
Original may be takea of a Copy, Nei- 
ther is this repreſentation falv'd from be- 
10g idolatry,by alledging that the image is 
H.2 nac 
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notwotſhipped, but'God, who is repre. 
ſemed by it: For, CR gt oboe 
ſerv an ancient Father , that idola- 
ery  oprire is called adultery. 
And it is no-good excuſe for- an adul- 
cereſ, that ſhe did lye with another be- 
cauſe he repreſetited 'her Husband to 
her, and reſembled him as a Coppy 
doth irs Original : Yer, ſeeing nothing 
is roomed in our ' re ery and appre- 
henſton,but what hiſt entred by the wick- 
er of ſenſe, jt is almoſt impollible for 
man fo conceive the Tdea of any thing but 
velted with ſome ſhape, as each mans pri- 
og reflections will abundantly convince 

m. 

As the boundleſs Ocean keeps and 
ſhews its well drawn images, whilſt it 
ſtands quiet, with & face poliſht like a 
chryſtal cake; but loſes them immedi. 
arely, how (oon its proud waves begin to 
ſwell and enrage, to ſpit its froathy foam 
in the face of the angry Heavens ; fo, 
whilft a Stoical indolency nd Chriſtian 
repofe ſmooths our reſtleſs ſpirits,itis on- 
ty then,that the ſoul of man can be ſaid to 


retain that glorious Wage of God Al- 
miglity, with which it was impreſſed at 
6b 4 ts 
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ies created nativity. But, when the waves 
of chotr begin to roar , or the winds. of 
vanity to blow,: then that glorious image 
is no more tobe difcerned in him,then the 

ſhadows and repreſentations of in-look- 
ing objeRts are tobe ſeen and diſcerned 
ia che diſquieting boſom of the troubled 
waters, 


Crap, XII. 
Of the Immortality of the Soul. 


He ſtings of a natural conſcience, 
which, according to 6ach mans at- 

ings, creat to himeither agznes of fear,or 
paradiſes of joy, doby thele ominating 
prefages, convince us of the immortality 
of the {oul; and ſeeing we fee its pre- 
ditions, both in dreams , in damps of 
melancholy , and fuch like enthuſiaſtick 
fits, followed by fuicable events ;- why 
may we.not likewayes beheve its prediCti- 
ons a5 to its own immortality , it being 
the prudence of a Virtwoſo to lay hold of 


every. mean, which«may allay the rage 
'of his heredirghy amiSfortunes ? And co 
-þt whar 


bd 
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what end would the ſoul of man receive 
{uch/impreſlions of fear and hope Mf, by 
its mbrtalicy, it were"ndt to be ſtated in 
a condition, whereiw its fears and hopes 
wereto have ſuicable rewards or punith- 
ments ? Moreover, ſeeing God 1s juſt, 
He will puniſh and reward : and chere- 
fore, ſeeing he puniſhes and rewards noc 
mei according to their meries, or deme- 
rits here, there muſt be deubrleſs a fu- 
ture ſtate whereiathat is to be expetted, 
Bur, that which convinces my private 
judgement molt of this truth, 15, that che 
nobleſt Soules. and che ſharpeſt-ſighted, 
do,” of all others', moſt detire the ſtate 
of fepatation, and: have_the weakelt at. 
raches to this like. which muſt doubcleſs 
proceed from an affurance of immorta= : 
hty;and-that it hach, from the Piſgah of 
its contemplation, got a view of the ſpi- 
rtuakCanaan; For, ſeemg the brutiſheſt 
of Creatures abliors annituilation, asthe 
moſt averfable ill in. nature , doubt;e.s 
the ſoul of -man which is che moſt divine 
of 'all Creatuyes , . would never appete 
cl1is (eperation, by it it were to be ex- 
tiaft and to be nammore./ And how ab- 

| ſurd 


Or Stock, 99 
ſurd wereit to believe, that mans-ſoul 
ſhould: be made after Gods image ,- and 
yer-conclude it mortal, a quality repug- 
nant tO any thing that is divine 2 As Fl 
ſo, how gan the foul be thought to pe- 
riſk, with the body,” ſeeing theſe. agci- 
dents. which | deſtroy che: body. cannot 
reach it 2. how:can.the' heat of a:Feavor 
burn, or.rheumes drown, that, which is 
not gorporeal and- cannot be cauched? 
And ,- ſeeing mans, leaſt peccadilio a+ 
gainſt God Almighty,is againſt one who is 
iknice were icnotabſurd to thinkgthat 
it could he proportionally punithed in 
the fxiit.glals of mans (hore life; then 
which, nothing is more figit, or ſhoner fi- 
mlhed. L241 » 

As:the ſoul is Gods Image, So itprio 
dutts gre che Images of . His adnutable 0- 
peratian3,; Do not Mathematicians: creat 
Eagles,.. Doves, and (uch hike automatas? 
And ſpring not flowers from the' Chy- 
wiſts glaſſes} And thus” art, which is 
mans off-ſpring, doth ape nature, which 
1s the. workmanſhip of. the Almighty : 
and checefore,, {ecingthe ſoul can (with 
one thought - gralp -both the Poles, 
cat dart out ith <oneceits, as far af the 
HA 4 furthelt 
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furtheſt borders of the imaginary ſpaces, 
create, worlds and- oxgder, and diſorder, 
altthar is in this, which-is already crea- 
ted x its ſtrange to think it to be eicher 
corypareal or mortal : For, if t-were 
corporeal-and a:maſs.of blood, : its at- 
ings: wonlkd be lent. and duly, neither 
could ics mot ion: befo! aimmbleand wing- 
ed,/as'arethe ſeof ue agile (pirits, It 
were;/tmpoſbble for -our narrow! heads, 
toinnald theſe innamerable 3deas (which 
arenow inchem) if | theſe were '#l] cor- 
poreal;;and if theſe benot corporeal;that 
whidk produces them muſt be-doubtleſs 
incorporeal, ſeeing fimile generdiur d fimi- 
liz: and dull flcſh a9dblood conld never 

produce ſuch ſpicitual emanations. 
Agche Soul is Gqds fmage, ſo in-this 
ic ceſembles Himvery much, that we can 
know nothing of "its nature without its 
own aſſiſtance; hkea dark Lanthora, or 
a ſpy, it diſcovers every thing to us, ex+ 
cept it (elf. » And © becauſe it refriles 
us the light-of ics-candle, whiteſt we 
are inthe queſt of its myſteries; there- 
fore iris, that' aur reſearches of its 
nature'are gropeingaithe dark : and 
{ooftrimes vain, iculous, Au» 
- $48 £ cena, 
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coma Averroes, and the remnant of that 
Arabian-tribe , admiring ies prodigious 
effe& , did attribute our ſpiritual moe 
tions toallſting Angels ; aSit fuch admi- 
rablte notions coukl not be fathered upon 
lefs ſublime cauſes z which Cardur like< 
wayes thinks, do ofter their alliſtance and 
lighr-co (enfirive Creatures, but chat the 
chark(hnefle of their matter will noc ſuf- 
fer chem to-eatertain ſuch pure eradiati» 


\ ons; This difparages fo much humanity , 


nakiag man onlyaſtatne, that it were 
int che ſouls intereſt ro admic of any. 
heh ides's : For, as it rends more to the 
Artifts praife to caufe his produfts move 
fromrhbid and internal fprings, theu from 
extrinfick cauſes ;/ as welee in Watches 
and ſuch like, - So it is morefor the ho- 
nour of that great Artiſt , and more ſui- 
table to the being and nature of His crea- 
tures,” that all irs operations flow from ic 
ſelf, then from aſlifting but exteriour co- 
adjntors; whicks makes me averſe from 
Ariſtotles opinion of the motion of the 
ſpheres by intelſigences. And it were 
abſurd co think , that men ſhould be bla« 
med or praiſed for thoſe effets which 
their afſeſſour Angels could only be 
; Char- 
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charged with. The Platonicky. alledged, 
that all fouls exiſted before their incarce- 
ration in bodies; in which ftate of pre-ex- 
ence, they were- doted with all theſe 
fpiritualendowmenrs, which fhall attend 
them in the ſtate of. (eparation; and rhat 
at their firſt allyance with bodies, their 
native knowledge was clouded «rec 


«=312.2; with the putting off knowledge far - 


a time, till by a reminiſcentia, their 1ntel- 
le&uals revived, as by a reſurcetion:And 
Origen added, that. theſe ſouls were, ac- 
cording cotheir eſcapes, commuired in the 
ſtate of their primitive ſeparation, yoaked 
with better or worſe bodies; a ſhift ta- 
ken, in-all probability, by him, to-evice 
the apprehenfion of Gods i being unjuſt, 
-innocent ſouls, in bodies 
which woald infe& themzand by drawing 


them into inevitable ſnares, at laſt con+; 
 demnthemyor at leaſt their infulton was 


the imprifoning theſe who were not guil- 
ty; adithculty which ſtraits much , (uch 
as maintain that the foul. is not ex tra- 
duce. What /thz hazard: of this opinie 
on may be , my twilight is' not able-to 
diſcover, ef 

It 
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Ir may be, that the Stoicks miſtake in 
making the ſouls of men to be but par- 
cels, .decerpt from'that univerſal anima 
' mundi (by which they doubtleſs meant 
God Himſelf ) was occaftoned by a mi- 
ſtake of that Text”, that God breathed in- 
to man's Noſftrils, the breath of lift: | con- 
cluding, that as the breath is @ part of 
the body which breathed it , 'So the 
foul behoved to bea part of -that divine 
elſence; from which, by a ſecond con- 
ſequence, chey concluded, that the ſoul, 
being a part of that'divine beings, could 
not ſuffer, nor undergo any torments ; 
as is afſerred by Seneca, Epift, 29, Ci- 
cero, Twſe.5. and defended by their ſuc- 
cefſors, thoſe primitive Hereticks , the 
Gnoſticks ,” Manicher | and Priſcillianifts, 
Bur-this baſtard is not worth the foſte- 
ring, being an op that God hath 
Parts, and man real divinity,and isdoubt- 
els a falſe and flattering teſtimony given 
by the ſoul ro it ſelf. For, ſeeing the (oul 
is, by divine Oracles, told us to.bemade 
after God's Image, it can be no-more cal- 
led a part of God,then the picture ſhould 
be reputed a part ofthe Painter, 


Ariſtotle 
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Ariſtotle like the devil (who becauſe 
he knows not what toanſwer, anſwers e- 
yer 1n engines) -tells us, that Anima is 


o7Mx9ues a term fixed to exerciſe the - 


empty braines of curious Pedanes , and 
apter co.beget, then explicare dithculties, 
Neither believe 1 , that his threeſouls, 
which he lodges in man, to wit, the ras 
tional, ſeabtive. and vegetative, do dif- 


fer more amongſt elves, then the . 


will, underſtanding and fancy differ from 
the ewo laſt ; So that his Arithmetick 
might havebeſtowed five ſouls upon man 
as well as three: Bur ſeeing he, and ma- 
ny of his. diſciples, -believe thele to be 
three, and yet chele three to be but one; I 
a.Imire why they ſhould be (o nice, as not 
to believe that pious myſRery of che holy 
Trinity: whereof in my opityon, his tri- 
nity of che (oul is asappolit an emblem, 
as was the couceit of a imple Clown, 
who-being askt, how-he-conld apprehend 
the three glorions perſons to be but one? 
did fold hys garment 10 thee pleates, and 
thereafter drew ont allthree 1n one, 

As therherauldrie of or reafon  can- 
not blazen che fouls 4mpreſſ=; So can it 


not help us to line ont its deſcent-: and 
| (uch 
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fach would appear to be the excellency 
of that noble Creature; that heaven and 
earth ſeem to contend , the which ſhall 
be the place of ics nativity, Divines (who 
are obliged ro contend for heaven, be- 
cauſe they are its more immediate Penfi« 
oners) will haveit to be created and in. 
fuſed ; whereas Pliloſophers ( ambiti- 
ous to have ſo noble a compatrive , and 


© willing co gratifie nature , which ali- 


ments their ſublime meditations) con- 
tend, that ir is ex traduce, and is in ge- 
neration, the bodies other twinne. And 
albeit ie would, appear from Sctiprure , 
that God accompliſh'd theCreation the 
firſt (even dayes, and that nature did 
then paſs Child-bearing : Yet, that, in 
my judgement, muſt be meant of the Cre- 
ation of whole ſpecies, and not of invidu- 
als: And to preſs the ſouls not eraduRi- 
on, 1 ſhall lend only one argument, 
not becauſe it is the beſt, bur becauſe ic 
is my own, We ſee, that there where 
che ſoul is confeſs*'d ro be ex traduce, as 
in bruits and vegetative creatures , that 
natyre, asit were, with a pencil, copies 
the young from off the old. The young 
Lyons are Rtill 2s rapacious and roaring 
as 
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as were their Syres, from whoſe loyng 
they diſcended : and the Roſe being 

'd up by che ſalt nitre which makes 
it vegetative, ſpreads the ſame leaves , 
and appears with the fame bluſhes or 
paleneſs that beautified its eye-pleaſing 
predeceſſors. The reaſon of which con- 
tinual aflimulation , proceeds from the 
ſeeds having in its boſome all theſe 
qualities and thapes, which appear there- 
after in its larger produ&ts , whereof 
they were but a mappe or Index. Where- 
as man reſembles never, at leaſt not ofc, 
theſe who are called his parents : the 
yitious and tall father, having oft low, 
but vertuous children ; which ſhows , 
that the foul of manisnot derived by ge- 
neration, and that the-\ſoul beſtowed 
upon the ſons body, is mct ditterent 
and aſymoolick to that which lodged in 
the father. And this may be further con- 
firmed by that excellent paſſage , Prov. 
20.27. whereit is ſaid, that the wnder« 
ſtanding of man is the candle of the Lord, 
Our Soul is Gods Image, and none can 
draw that Image but Himſelf z we are the 
Ramp of His divine nature, aud (o can 00- 
ly be formed'by Himſelf, who is the glo- 
rious Seal, From 
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From this divine principle, that mans 
ſonl is made after Gods Image, I am al- 
moſt induced to believe , that propheſie is 
no Miraculous gift. beſtowed upon the 
ſoul at extraordinary occaſions only, but 
1s a natural ( chough the higheſt) per- 
fectioh of our humane nature ; For, if 
it be natural far the ſtamp , to bave im- 
prefs'd upon it all the trfits that dwell 
upon the face of the Seal, then it muſt 
benatural to the foul, which is God's 
impreſſa, to have a faculty of foreſceing, 
ſince that it isone of God's excellencies, 
Albeit I confeſs, that that Stamp is 
here infinitely bedirhm'd and worn off ; 
asalſlo, we know by experience, that 
men upon a death-bed, when the ſoul be- 
gins'(being detached by ficknefs from 
the bodies ſlavery) to att likeic (elf, 
doforelſee and fortell many temote and 
improbable events: and for the ſame rea- 
ſon 1 do think prediftions, by dreams , 
not to be extraordinary revelations, but 
rather the, produfts natural of a ratio- 
nal ſoul, And if ſagacious men can be fo 
ſbarp-lighted in this ſtate of glimme- 
ring, as to foreſee many events which 
fall out, why may we not (ay, that man, 
1 
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if he were rehabilicate in the former ſtate 
of pure nature, might, without atly ex- 
traordinary afliftance, foreſee and pro- 
hefie? For, there is not ſuch a Aifrice 
wixt that foreſight and propheſie, as 
is berwixt the two ſtates of tnnocency and 
corruption , according to the received 
notion , whichgmen have ſerled to cthem- 


ſelves of that primitive ſtate of inno- 


Cency. | 
From the ſame principle, may it like- 
wayes be deduced, thar natural reaſon 
cannot bat be an excellent mean , for 
knowing, as far as is p9ſlible,the glorions 
nature of God Almighty:He hath doubt. 
leſs lighted this candle, that we might,by 
it, ſee Hiralelf;' and how can we better 
know the Seal, then by looking upon its 
impreſſion. And if Religion and its myſte- 
ries, cannot be comprebended by reaſon, 
T confeſs it is a pretty jeſt, to hear ſuch 
frequent  reaſonings amongſt Church- 
ten, in matters of Religion. And albe- 
it faith and reaſon be look'd upon as Facob 
and Eſax, whereof the yonger only hath 
the bleſſing, and are , by Divines, pla- 
eed at the ewooppolice points of the Di- 
meter; yet upon # ſuperticial inquiry, 
it 
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it would appear by the Laws of hisCoun- 
=? that faith is but ſublimated reaſon, 
calcined by that divine Chymical fire of 
Raptiſme; and that the ſoul of man hath 
lurking in it, all cheſe vertues and fa- 
culties which we call Theological ; ſuch 
as faith, hope and repentance . for ale 
David would not have prayed, Inlighten 
Lord, my eyes, that I may ſte the wonders 
of thy Laws; * but rather, Lord, beſtow 
new eyes upout me, Neither could the” 0- 
pening of Lydias heart, have been ſuf- 
ficient: for her- converſion, if theſe pre- 
exiſting qualities had not been treaſind 
np there formerly : Sochat it would ap- 
pear, that theſe holy flames lurk under 
the aſhes of. corruption,antill God,by the 
breath of His Spirit (and that wind which 
blowerh where liſteth) ſweep thera off: 
And that God, havin; once made man _ 
nao in the firſt Creation, doth not 
n his regeneration ſuper-add any new 
faculty (for -elſe the ſoul had nor at firſt 
been perfet) but only removes all ob- 
ficufting impediments. 


CGHAP, 


The Virtwoſo, 


CHAP» XIV. 4 


Of Faith and Reaſon, 


Am alwayes aſhamed, when I hear 
reaſon called the ftep-mother of faith, 
and proclaimed rebell againſt God Al- 
mighty; and ſuch declared traitors , as 
dare harbour it, or appear in it's defence. 
Theſe are fuch fools as they who break 
their Proſpedts, 'becauſe they bring not 
home to their fight the remoreſt objeRs; 
and are as injuſt as F «cob had been, if be 
bad divorced from Leah , becauſe ſhe 
was tender-eyed : | whereas ,. we ſhould 
not put out the eyes of our underſtand- 
ing, but ſhonld beg from God the eye- 
falve of His Spirit for their lumination, 
Nor ſhould we daſh the Proſpe& of our 
reaſon, againſt the Rocky walls, of dif- 
pair! bur-ſhould rather waſh its glaſſes 
with the tears of unfeigned repen- 
tance, 
Ever ſince faith and reaſon have been, 
by Divines , ſet by the cars, the bruciſh 
multitude : 


' 
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mnltjcade conclude, theſe whoaremoſt 
reaſonable to be leaſt religious; ' and 
the greateſt (ſpirits to be the leaſt ſpiri- 
tual; /a - conceit moſt inconſiſtent with 
that: divine parable, wherein thoſe who 
received the many talents, improved them 
to the beſt advantage, whilſt he who 
had bur one, laid it up in a napkin. - And 
it is moſt improbable, that God would 
chooſe low (ſhrubs, and not tall Ceders, 
for the building of his glorious Tem- 
ple. And it is remarkable, that God, 
in the old Law , - refuſed to accept the 
firſt born of an afle in ſacrifice, but-not 
' of any ather creature, And ſome, who 
werecontent to be called Atheifts, pro« 
viding they were tought Wits, did- 
take advantage in this of the Kables ig 
norance,. and authorized by their de- 
viliſh invention , what was at firſt but 
a miſtake : and this unridles to us 'that 
myſtery , why the greateſt Wits acemoſt 
frequenely che greateſt Athieſts. 

When I conlider, how the Angels, who 
haveno bodies, finned before many and 
that brutes, who are all body, fin not at 
all,but follow the pure diftates of ot 

I 2 
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I aminduced to believe, that the body 
is rather injuſtly blamed for beingy cher 
that really it is, thedcealion of fin: and 
probably, the witty ſoul hath in this cun- 
ninglyilaid over wponies fellow! , * that 
whevewich ir {elf-45 oaly to be charged. 
What #ifluence can fleſh and blood have 
bpon that which immaterial ?- no more 
fucethes the caſe hathupon the Warch, 
or..the? Heavens. upon- its burgeſling 
Angels ?: And fee we'ttot, that Wheti the 


ſoulhachbid rhe body: adieu, it remains 


a carcals, fic nor ablefor nothing? T be- 
liere:that che body being a clog to- it,, 
may {low irs purſute after objects and 
- that [it:may occaſion; -indireftly', ſome 
fins of omiſſion: For, we ſee palpa- 
bly, that eating and'drinking dvwitH# oor 
devotiohs ; 'but, I carinevet undefftmd, 
tow (heh dumb Orators , 2s fldhand 
blood,-can perfwade'the foul: 6 eym- 


mie che leaſt (fin, And thus /Htbeit 


our Saviour ſayes, that fleſh! ard blood 
did not teach Peter #0-give bims ble true 


Epitbets ;- neither indeed could it : Yer, 


our Saviour "imputes hot any aftual fin 
to theſe pithleſs canſes, And' ſeeing 


our 
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6ne Frft fin,.hath. occahoned all our af- 
ter-fanving , certainly, that which oc- 
calioned onr- fi ft fin was the main ſource 
of {inning , | aud chus was doubcleſs rhe 
fout s:for, our. firſt: fin being an immos 
deracedelire of knowledge, was the.ct- 
fe&t and produdt of our ſpirit, becauſe; 
way a (piritual-{in; whereas if it had 
been. gluetony, luſt or ſuch like, which 

(cems-corporeal., [the body had. been 
' morg £o have been. blamed for it, And 
in-this-conteſt, I am of opinion, that the 
ſou] wins the cauſe, becauſe ic is.the beſt 
Orator. 
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CnaxPe. XV. 


Of the fall of Angels, and wha 
' their” fin- was. 77 


Hat was the. occaſion of the firſt 

Lis much debated (and mett de. 
(erved!y) amongſt Moraliſts $'-for;/! chat 
which was 'good could not produce that 
which was evil, ſeeing that which works 
miſchieFcanmot be caltled geod,; Nor can 
I 3 ——_ 
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we aſcribe the efficiency of the firſt evil 
eo evil: for then the queſtion recurres , 
what was the cauſe of that evil? And 
by this, the ſuppoſition is likewiſe" de- 
firoyed , whereby the evil enquired 
afrer, is ſippoſed to be the firſt evil : 
but, if we enquire, ' what could pro- 
duce in the Angels that firſt fin, where 
by they forfeired their glory ? wewill 
find” chis diſquifition moſt myſterious, 
And it is commonly believed , ' bur by 
whatTevelation I know not , that their 
pride cauſed their fall , and that they 
catcht their bruiſe in climbing ;- in de- 
firing to be epual to their Creator, the 
are become inferior to all their fel. 
low Creatures, "Yet, this ſeems to me, 
moſt ſtrange, that theſe excellent ſpi- 
rits+ whoſe very ſiuibſtance was light , 
and who ſurpaſſed' far, man, in capa- 
city and underſtanding , ſhovld have fo 
erred as to imagine,that equality faiſable, 
- a fancy. which thefondeſt of men could 
not have entertained. And it were im- 
probable ro fay , that their-error could 
have(prouted' at firſt from their under- 
ſtanding ; and to think it to have _ 
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ſogroſs, as that fallen man doth no ad- 
mreic: but, why may we not rather 
think, chat their firſt error was rather a- 
crookedneſs in their. will , then a blind» 
neſs in their judgement, and that they 
fretted to ſee Man , whom they know to 
be inferiour to themſelves by many ſtages 
made Lord of al} that pleaſant Creation , 
which chey gazed on with a ſtareing 
maze. And that this opinion is more pro» 
bable, appears, becauſe this Sin was the 
far more baiting, ſeeing it appeared 
with all the charmes, wherewich either 
pride, vanity or avarice could busk it z 
and explicats better to us the occaſion 
of all that enmity with which that Sec- 
pent hathalwayes fince perſued ſilly man. 
But, whither. God will ſave juſt as ma- 
ny believers as there are tell of the An- 
els, none can determine ; neither can 
it be rationally deduced from that <crip- 
ture, Statwit terminos genitum, juxta nu= 
merum Angelorum Dei;, | But, if it pleaſe 
God (6 to order it, it will doubtleſs ag» 
© grage their puniſhment ., by rackling 
their diſdain, 
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And ſeeing the Angels have never 
obtained a remifhon for this crime, it 
Theſe of the An» 18 probable,that the cor- 
gels was the fn @- _ reſpondent of. their tin 
g4-uft the bolyGboſt; 5; in us, the fin agaiuſt 
the holy Ghoſt. 

For, if their lapſe had been pardon» 
able; ſome one or other of them had in 
all-probability eſcaped ; but, if this 
was not that unpardonadle (tn, I ſcarce ſee 
where it ſhall be found. For, to ſay that 
it is'a hating of Good, as Gad , is to 
- make it unprafticable rather then un- 

- pardonable: For, all Creatures -appete 
naturally what is good, and God, as 
; God, is good So that it isimpollible chat 
He can be hated under that reduplica- 
con, 

- le may be likewiſe conjetured, that 
voluncary . and deliberate facriledge is 
the fin againſt-the holy Ghoſt; becauſe 
Ananias and Saphira , in with-holding 
from the Church , apart of the price 
for which they (old their lands, are, by 
Peter, ſaid to havelyed, not to man, bur 
to the holy Ghoſt, and his wife is 
there ſaid to have tempred the Spiric ; 
| but 
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but, ſeeing both of them reſolved to 
continue in the Church (a reſolution in» 
coaliſtent with the fin againſt the holy 
Ghoſt) 'And ſeeing many fins are more 
hainous, I cannot interpret this lying to 
the holy Ghoſt to be any thiug elſe but 
a fin againſt light, in which, moſt pe- 
mitents have been involved ;. albeit, I 
confe(s, this was a grols eſcape, wy 
it rob'd of God of His onmiſciency,an 


ſuppoſed that He was not privy to ſuch 


humane aftings as bave notthe Sun for 
a witneſs, I do then conclude, that the 


- , linagainſt the holy Ghoſt may. rather be 


areſoluteundervaluing of God, anda 
ſcorning to receive a pardon from Him: 
and this is that which makes the Angels 
fall irrecoverable, and likeche flaming 
ſword , defends them from their re-en» 
ery into that Paradiſe from which they 
exile. And albeic ro ſay , that the 
Angels rebellion flows from God's de- 
nying them repentance, may (uit abun- 
dantly well with His unſtainable juſtice 
yer, it is hard to reconcile it with 
his mercy. And this makes my 
private judgement place the unpar- 
douable- 
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donablrneſs of this fin, not in God's De- 
crez; but in their obduration and rebel. 
Hious impenitency : And the reaſon why 
theſe who commit this fin are never 
pardoned, is, becauſe a pardon is never 
| ſonght. That place of Scripture, where- 
i Eſau is aid to have ſought; the bleſ- 
fing with tears and not to have found it, 
aſtoniſhes me: Yer, I believe, that if 
his tears. had ſtreamed from aſenſe of 
his guile more then of his puniſhment, 
doubtleſs he had not wept in vain; and 
in that he tear*d; he was no more to be 
tied, far leſs pardoned, then a Ma- 
Jefaftor , who npon the ſcaffold grants 
ſome few tears to the importunity of 
his corturs, but ſcornes to acknowledge 
the guilt of his crime; for, pain by con. 
tratting our bodies , ftrains out that liquid 
matter, which thereafter globs it ſelf in 
fears 3 there could come no holy wa- 
ter from the pagan font of Eſas's eyes; 
and it his remorſe could have pierc'd 
his own heart, it had eaſily pierc'd 
Heaven, - Whilſt others admire, | bleſs 
God, that He hath cloſed up the know- 
ledge of that unpardonable fin un- 
ie: — der 
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der his own privy Seal : for, ſeeing Sa- 
than cempts me to fila with the hopes of 
an after pardon , this bait is pulPd off 
his hook, by the fear I ſtand under, 
that che tin to which | am tempted, is 
that fin which can expe no pardon, 
Andalbeit it be cuſtomary amongſt men 
to beacon. and ſet;a mark upon ſuch 
ſhelves and rccks as deſtroy paſſengers ; 
yet, that is only done where com- 
merce isallowed and fayling neceſlary ; 
Bue , ſeeing all fin is forbidden, God 
was not obhged to.guard us. with the 
knowledge of that (in, no further then 
by prohibiting us not tolin, but roſtand 


10 awe. 
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CrnaPe. XVI. 


Of Mans fall, . 


Hat firſt ſin whereby our our firſt Pa- 
rents forfeited their primitive ex» 
cellencies was ſo pittiful a frailty , that I 
think we ſhould rather lament , then en- 
quire after it. To think that an apple 
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had init the ſeeds*of all knowledge, or 
that it could afiimilate him to his Crex- 
tor y-and could; m+an- inftant, ſubli- 
matehis nature , was afrailty to be ad- 
mired -in one of his piety and know- 
ledge. Yet, I admire not that the breach 
of fo mean a Precepe was puniſt'd with 
fuch appearing rigor, becauſe , the'ea- 
fer the command was, the contempt was 
proportionally the greater 5 and the 
arſt- crimes are by Legiſlators puniſhed, 
not only for guilt, bat for example; Bute 
I rather- admire what could perfwade 
the facile world tobelieve, that Adam 
was-created , not only jnnocent, but e- 
ven ſtored with all humane knowledge 
For, belides that, we have no 'war- 
rant from Scripcure for this alledgi- 
ance, this his calie eſcape [peaketh far 
otherwayes. 

And albeit the Scripture tells us , 
that man was created perfet ; yet, 
that -inferrs not that man was furni- 
ſhed with all humane knowledge : 
For,” his perfe&tion' confiſted” in his 
adoring - of, and depending upon 
God, "wherein we lee thoſeare exatteff, 
; whoſe 
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whole jadgmenrs are leaſt peſtred with 
terreſtrial knowledge, -and leatt divert- 
ed witti.anneceflary ſpeculations.” And 
thus irappears , that theſe Sciences, af- 
ter whichhis poſtericy pants , were not 
intended as noble appanages of that rati- 
onal foul, bur are rather toyiſh babies 
buskt up by faln' man , whereby ke di- 
verts” himſe'f from refle&ing coo nar- 
rowly-upon his native- trailty., And thug 
Scriprure tells us , that God maidt mary 
perfel# , but that be ſought out 40+ Himſelf 
many inventions 5 where perfeQtion and 
invention ſeem to be {tated as enermies 5 
andit is palpable that theſe Sciences , 
which are by us lawrePd and rewarded, 
are ſuch as were incontiſtene with chat 
ſtate of innoceney , ſuch as Law, Theo- 
logy and Phylick;” And as for the reſt, 
it is abſecu'd to think , that Adamr hap- 
pines did confift in the knowledge of 
theſe rthings which we our (elves account 
either -impertinent or ſuperfluons, Bur, 
thaet which convinces me -moſt of this , 
is, that we forefeited nothing by Adams 
fall, which Chriſts death reftores nog 
tousz © wherefore, ſeeing Chriſt x - 

| is 
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bis owt, or his Apoſtles promiſes, hath 
not aflured us-of any ſub-lunary or 
ſchool knowledge; or hath out expe- 
rience taught-us, that Sciences are en- 
tailed upon the Saints. 1 almoſt believe, 
that neither poſleſt theſe before, 
nor-yet loſt them by his fall. Neither 
think. 1 St, Pax! the more imperfe& , 
that he delired to know nothing but 
Chriſt-and him crucified : So that the 
difference betwixr Adam and his ſucceſ- 
fors, 50d more in the ſraightneſs of 
hisafſe&ions, -then in the depth of his 
knowledge. For, albeit it be believed 
that che names whereby he baptized 
the creature , were fall hiſtories of their 
natures written in ſhort hand; yet, this 
is but+ a conje&ure | authorized by «no 
boly Text. Ic is a more civill etror in 
the Jewiſh Talmudiſts , to think chat all 
the creatures were brought co Adam, to 
let him (ee that there were none amongſt 
them fig eo. be his companion , nor none 
ſo beautifull as Eve , then it is intheir 
Cabaliſts co.obſerve, that the Hebrew 
word',. {ignifying man, doth, by 2 

polition of letters , hgnitie like» 
vin? Wayes, 
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wayes, benedidiion; and the word figni- 
fying women , makes up maledidion, If 
we haul take a charafter of Adam's 
knowledge . from the Scriptures, we 
» ſhall inde more imprudence charged 
: upon him then upon any of his Suc- 
ceſlors : For, albeit. the filly woman 
was not deceived without the help of 
(b:ilty, yet Adam finned upon a bare (ug- 
geſtion, and thereafter was fo lumple, as 
to hide himſelf when God called him to 
anaccount , as if a thicket of trees could 
have fſconced him from, his- all-ſee- 
ing Maker; and 'when he. - was accuſed; 
was ſo ſimple, as to think his wives com» 
.mands ſuthcient to exoner him, and (6 
abſurd, as to:make God Himſelf ſharer 
with him in his guilt , the woman whom 
thou gaveſt me, &c, | 
+ » There is more charmin acquiring new 
knowledge, that+ in refletting upon 
what we have already gain'd, (as if the 
ſpecies of known objetts did corrupe, by 
being trealur'd up in our brains ) 
And this induces me to believe, that our 
ſcantne(s of native knowledge, is rather 
abappineſs then a puniſhment ; the Citi» 
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2zens of London or Paris are not fo tick- 
led by che fight of theſe ſtately Cities, 
as ſtrangers who where not bora within 
their walls ; and 1 may ſay toſuch-as 
by ſpelling ;the Starres delwre to read the 
fortunes of others, as our Saviour faid 
to Peter, when he was delirous to know 
the horoſcope of the beloved Apoſtle, 
What i that 10. thee ? What' can it'ad- 
vantage us To know (the correſpondence 
kept amongſt the Planers , and to un 
derſtand} che whole Anatomy of natures 
ſtheleton ;-1/in (gazing upon whole parts, 
we are ufttimes. as ridiculous -as Chil 
dren; who love-to leaf over taliduce Pi- 
Qures ? forin- both variety 4s all the u- 
ſary chat eanbe expeſted';* as the retury 
of otfr ceimecand pains '3 and if we- pry 
inly into this ſmall maſs of our preſet 
knowledge , - we 'ſhall *find, that our 
knowledge-is one of thefertileſt foan- 
tains ofourmilery : For, donot ſuch #3 
know thatehey are fick; prom more hea» 
vilythen 4C>untry Clown, who appre- 
hends nothing ri}! extremity create in 
him(ome ſenſe? And doubtleſs the rea- 
fon why children ad ideors endure 
mor © 
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tore, and drunken men eſcape mo dan- 
gers then others , becauſe albeic they 

cannot provide ſuch apt remedies, yet, 

ny are leſs acquainted with what they 

_ feel then we are. Are not theſe who 

underſtand chat they are affronted, more 
$ vex'dthen (ach as are ignorant of theſe 
misfortunes > And theſe who foreſee 
& e changes and revolutions , which are 
to befall either their friends or their 
Countries, are thereby more fadly dif 
eaſed,” then he whoſees no further then 
his noſe. Our Saviour wept when He 
did foreſee that one ſtone of Ferwſalem 
ſhould not be lefe upon another 3 and 
when Hes zel askt Elih: why hewepr , 
1 hetoldhim, it was becauſe he did fore- 
ſee what miſchief Hazel was todo in 
: Ifael. Let us not then complaine of 


the loſs of Adam's knowledge, but of 
his innocency ; we know enough to fave 
us, and what is more then chat, isſuper« 

fluous, | 
Adam cannot be _ to have 
been the firſt finner, for Eve finned be- 
fore him; So that albeit" it ſeerth 7Ps- 
radox, yet it is moſt Ro that #]- 
beit 
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beie dion had. for, ever abltained from 
the forbidden, frait , his pdſteci- 

Sang been {till miſerable as, now 
y.are;, ſeeing t ile of either of 
the Pargats had beendu $ Fes todalh the 
innocence of the children, For, as the 
Scrupture.tels us, Who.ca bring aclean 


0g gt, nd! uaclean ? And David, 
in that Tex ah wh of, b\ gebeg ſpeak 
moſt.expreily. of oziginal fin, fayes the 
Jar 1ber, No Sieſieet” ouly, chac 
"ns r had conceived him in lan. : 
was not. the firſt (inner , (0 
of the pple may be juſtly 
hovgeh ; co be ghojar an; Eve ha- 
e his e hy apple, repea- 
My Mm Valſely LES Or, 
Whezcas God Ho re them, that in tbat 
day . they did gat; ybe,, fruit "they, ſhould 
furely, gye © Eve celaes-it thus, Te ſhall 
nat yeat, thir frat left ye dye , repreſenting 
only chat'as a contingent which was molt 
certain; ahd whereas God had only faid, 
Je. (ball at eat of the fruit of the tree , FT: 
fayes,God (ai Jt ſhall not touch it z w ich 
it ("may . be. turniſhed the (er pene "this 
argumeat.co cheat. her , Ye e Gor 
hat 


ne "1 


Or Stoiehy'* 2127 
hath deceived you, for. the fruit, may 
be touched without. danger, why may. 
jt not be caten-without hazzard? ahd 
tis probable., that he hath failed in the 
one as well as in the otlier, - But. to ab= 
rat from this , ic 'cannat be ſaid, that 
the eating of the forbiddexn fruit was the 
firſt4in ; for; before Adam did eat chere- 
of, he behoved both -tabelieve the Ser- 
pent-and miſ-beheve his Maker, andthus 
miſcbelieve was che tacit (in : F or after 
hetad credited che Serpents report, -he 
was*no longer innocent, and fo he did 
noteatthe apple vill after his fall,-Whac 
wiſer are theſe Divives , who debace, 
whicher Adams fatling-ckneſs 1d 1m 
had become hereditary, if our predece- 
tors kad come our of 'his loines beforethe 
hnaned; ehen choſe who combated for the 
largeſt ſhare of che King ot panes" gold, 
ific ha#'been co be divided ? 

In che Almighties procequre qa 
poor” Atem for this crime ,» His mtinice 
merey appears to admiration; aind-Gol 
foreſecmg, thit ma') might ſharpen” the 
ax of jeſtice too nuich upon the- whee. 
K > | 1c 
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ſtone of private revenge, ſeems to have, 
in this proceſs, formed to hin , an ex» 
at model .of Inquiſition. For , He ar- 
and cries "Adam, Adam, where 
art thou } He ſhews bim his dixray, Haſt 
thou tat of the fruit whereof Tc 
6d thee tht thaw ſhouldeft not eat 7 He 
aliows him excalpation, Who told thee? 
and in order thereto , did examine the 
woman, upon whom Adam did transfer 
the guilt. And albeit nothing could 
eſcape His omniſciency , and that He did 
ſee Adam eat the Apple, yet. to teach, 
Judges that they ſhould walk according 
£o- what is proved, and not according to 
what they are themſelves conſcious to,He 
did-not condemn himtill firſt be ſhould 
baye a confeſſion from his own, mouth, 
And thus, Gen. 18; 21. the Lotd layes, 


Bec.enſe the ery of Sodom is php dee- 
ay go down: and ſee whether they b. ve 


done alehr according to the cry of it ," 
&c,.And iy the laſt. place, albeir the 
- fatal decree did. bear, hb that day that thou 
eateſt thereef,thou ſhalt ſurely dye z yer, were 
bis dayes prolonged nine hundred and 
thigty $ow'3 after the (in was committed. 
[[ 
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bets foo too axriogs a diſquiſition to ,en- 
God can be ſaid to be merci» 
th mere mercy þ .che mitigation of ju 
3 pure nature Ccannoc 
op {rs whatever He wills i » 
juſt: And fo He cannot be th 
thing which He wills, to recede From 
juſtice , and ſocan no more properly be . 
faid eo be merciful, then one AR can 
beboth the Law and rhe merigationof 
the Law.But I will preſs no point of this 
nature, knowing that humble modeſty is 
__ Theology, 
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CHaPe, XVII, 
Of the Stile of Genefies, 


He Vatican of Paganiſm cannot, for 
the maleneſs of it's ſtile , match 
that matchleſs Book of Genefies , where- 
of each ſentence ſeems _y of rich 
medications, a1d each word a ſpell, ſuffi- 
cient to conjure the Devil Delpbe. 
Might not that excellent expreſſion, Let 
uw make man after cur Image , convitce 
i 3 any 
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atiy'of the being of a Trinity , whode- 
ny plaraſity of Gods? It is wonderful, 
ttiar che Sarurn-hamonred Jew'can', in 
this pallage , miſctake tis owri' Saviour ; 
and it15 ſtrange that he ſhould nor, from 
che triatigular ' atchite&ure of his own 
heart, conclude the Trinity of the God- 
head, whoſe xemple'it was appointed to 
be: *Xlbeir T be ati*adimirerof chis'nurſe 
of Cabaliſm; yet, I approve not'the con- 
ceit of theſe doting Abbies, who teach 
that God fron His own mouth ,” dired 
both the words and matter of the Pen. 
ztateuch ; whereas, He furniſhed only to 
the other Prophets the matter and ſub- 
jet unphraſee } for, not only did God 
promiſe, that he ſhorld put His words 
in their motiths,bue likewayes, they pre- 
face thus their own prophehies, In the 
dayes of ſach'a King, the Word of the 
Lord came to ſuch a Prophet, ſaying, &c, 
Neither is this 'coticeir confiſtent with, 
that high efteem , which they , '(eyen 
in'this) intend for their patron , Moſes; 
ſeeing it allows him leſs traſt from his 
divine Maſter , then 'the other Pen- 
men of Scripture had repoſed in them. 
CHAP. 
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Har brain hath 6a litcle pi: mtr, 

L that 1sr90 carions to know why 

God, who" evideiice ſo great x delire 'to 
ſave poor mary, and is fo powerful; as th 

his Galvation needed never haveTtiia; che 

hazzard, if His infitiit wiſdome had(o dey 

cree'd, did yer (iiffer him'to fall z* For, 


will which God had. beſtqwed upon 


© bim YESHhas anfwer ſtops not the mouth 


of the. difficulty, For certainly if one 
ſhould'Uetain a mad man from running 0+ 
ver 4 precipice, be conld not be thereby 
ſaid to have wroqged his liberty ; and 
ſeeing man is by many Divines allowed a 
freedom of will, albeit he muſt oF neceſlity 
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yr rg wag" Log _ Soy is 
vd by ali to y one of 
moe oe it would appear ſtrange wh 
his liberty might not have conſiſted w 
enough with 'a moral impollibility of 
finning, and might not have been abun- 
dantly conſerved in his freedom to chooſ 
one of moe goods : yer, theſe reaſons are 
thecalling God to an accovint, and fo im- 
ious, For, if God hed firſt created man 
fntodnded with our preſent infhirmities, 
emo have _—_ \ Why then 
 wenow complain, ſeeing we are 
but faln co abetrec eſtate ha wede- - 
ſerved; ſeeing we tumbled not fo- want 
of light ; but becauſe we extinguiſh'd our | / 
own light ; and ſeeing our Saviours dying 
for us may yet re-inſtate us'in happier 
eſtate then that from which weare now 


faln? _ 

Albeit the glaſs of my years hath not 
yet turn'd five and gwenty, yet the curi- 
ofiry I have to know the different limbo*s 

acted foules, and to view the card 

cfthe region of death, would give me 
ceof courage to encounter this 

Ling of terrors, though | werea Pagan; 
| But, 
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But, when 1 conlider what joys are pre- 
pared for them who fear the Almighty, 
and what crazine(s attends ſuch as ſleep in 
eMeatbnſalems Cradle, | pitty them who 
rae long-life one of the ofreſt repeated 
Petitions of their Pater-ncfter ; and yer 
theſe ſure are the more advanc'd in 
fally, who delire to have their names en- 
ſrind after death in the airy monument 
of fame: Whereas it is one of the pro- 
miſes made to the Ele&t , That they ſhall 
reſt from their labours, and their works ſhall 
follow them. Moſt mens mouthes are fo 
foul, that itis a puniſhment to be much 
inthem: for my own part, I defire the 
ſame good offices from my good name 
that I do from my cloathes , which is to 
skreen me from the violence of exteriour 
accidents. 

As theſe Criminals might be judg'd 
diſtrafted , who being condemned to 
die , would ſpend their ſhort reprival 
in diſputing about the fituation and fa» 
brick of their gibbets ; So may I juſtly 
think theſe literati mad , who ſpend the 
ſhort time alloted them for _— 

* rgnce, in debating about the ſeat of " 
() 
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ard thetofments of tortar'd ſpirite:;zTo 
ſatisfie my cariofity, I was once refoly'd, 
withrhe Platonick,to take the promiſe of 
ſome dying friend, that he (ſhould rerarn 
and fatisfre me in allmy private doubrs 
concerning hell and heaven; yer I was 
juftfy afraid, chat he might have returned 
me'the fame anſwer which Abrabars re. 
turn'd'to Diver, Hve they not Moſes and 
the Prophets ? if they hear not them, where. 
fore will thty be perſwaded though one ſhyuld 
riſe from the dead. © 


#. Cnao. XIX. 
A Reſutation of the Millenarians. 


He Mienar's Ephimerides, . which 

aſſure us, that Chriſt ſhall reign. a 
thouſand years with.the Saints on earth, 
15 as ſenſual a1 opinion as that of. the 
Turks who make heaven a brothel, where- 
in we ſhall ſatisfie our Venereous appe- 
rites;for the one ſhews the vain glory and 
vinditize humour of. the Saints , as pal- 
pably as. the other ſhew'the luſts of the 
| Mahametang, 
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Mahametans. If Chriſts reigning ſo many 
years be for convincing the world that 
he is che real Meſſab, their herefie 
ſhould have ante-dated his coming and - 
his reign fhould rather have begun long 
fince, when many-ages were tobe cont 
verted, or ac leaſt it ſhould not have. 
beenthurſt out upon the ſalvege and bor= 
der of time, when very few ſhall remain 
tobe convinc'd: and if in this they in« 
tend a diſplaying of Chriſts glory, cer- 
tainly they are. miſtaken ; for what ho« 
nour canit befor a King, to have his 
foot-ftoole made his T hrone? So that I 
think, theſe poor Phanaticks have taken 
the patronage of this error rather by ne- 
ceflity then choice, all other opinions and 
conceits being formerly preengaged to 
other Authors, | 
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| C'nare. XX. 
The Author's Cenfare of this Eſſay, "and an 


ladder of my merits to ſcale Hea- 
ven, foam I leſs able, by the Facob's-ftoffe 
of my private ability, totake up the true 
alticude of its myſteries. I have travell'd 
no further in ! heology then a Sabbath. 
days pucney; and therefore, it were arro- 
gance/ in me to offer a map of it to the 
credulous' world : But, it [ were wor- 
thy tobe conſulted intheſe ſpiricualſecus 
rities, I ſhould adviſe every private Chri- 
ſtian,rather co ſtay ſtil} in che barge of the 
Church with the other Diſciples, then by 
an'ill bildled zeal, to hazard drowning a- 
lone with Peter, by offering to walk upon 
the unſtable of his own fleeting 
and warer-weak fancies , though with a 
pious reſolution to meet ourSaviour,For, 
albeit. one may be a real Chriſtian,and yet 
differ from the Church , which (ayes , 
| that 


A*® I am not able, by che Facob's- - 
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that the Wiſe men who came to bow be. 
fore qur Saviours 'Cradle-throne, were 
three Kings, and inſuch other opinions 
as theſe, wherein the fundamentals of 
faith and quiet of che Church areno-ways 
concerned ; yet certainly,he were no wiſe 
man himſelt , nor yet ſound Chriſtian, 
who would not even in theſe bow the 
flag of his private.opinion. to' the cot» 
mands of the Church, The Church is 
our Mother,and therefore we ſhould wed 
no opinion without her conſent who is 
our Parent ; or if we have ralkly wedded 
any, it is inthe power of che Church 
and her Officials. to grant us a divorce, 
As for my ſelf,my vanity never-prompted 
me to be ſtanda:rd-bearer to. any, - cither 
new Sed, or old Herefie ; and'1 pitty ſuch 
as love to live like Pew-keepers in. the 
Houſe of God, bulied in ſeating others, 
without ever providing a room tor theme 
ſelves. If there be any thing in this 
Diſcourſe which may offend ſuch as are 
really pious, it (hall much grieve me, 
who above atl men honour them moſt, 
Whae | have ſpoken againſt caſes of Con- 
ſcience and the like, ftrikes not againſt 

their 


238 The Virtaoſo , 
<heir- Qhrifim fellowthip: and -corre- 
ſpotideriees, but againſt the apiſh 
Ties of pretended counterfeits, Te ſhall 
UlwidyesHemy endeav UP for the future, 
ratheres throprtearsfor my own fins and 
the tis >Fothers, they ri for their con 
veeſibyt ogr-prayers help-ſuch as never 
heard them”; ' whereas theſe only 'whh 
read owrdifeorrſes areberter'd by them. 
Abrabams prayers previiked more with 
God (ever for S1dom? then Lor's reite- 
raced Sermons; and ho wonder that the 
ſixeceſs be wreynal', - feding'in the one we 
have eo d/with a mertifirf God, whert. 
avinthe ether we oſt perſwae'# hird- 

tredgiedple. 7 10kY V7 14 0 20440 
 Finten® not to pirrchaſe- From  poſte- 
riey clietic]e of Beformcr'; feeins moft of 
wheſe havefitn nrider th (ine gilile ;/and 
tave ade fame fre; with that cart 
ons Paiftet; who hiviiig aravtyr an excel 
lovt face; #4 happtly 45 HK Have Beech 
E #' tom the Faoothelt > mirrotr, 
dif thiiter Gal it areſhiripoir the 
Aigee(WAFenchifictzht, fill at 14 he 

reformed fron beingany way like tb 
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Divinity 
f 


Or Stoick, 139 
Divinity differs in this from all ather: 
Sciences ,, that theſe being invented. by 


mortals, receive growth trom time and | 
pean'd by } 


experience z whereas, it bei 


the omainſcient Spirit of God,can receive 


noaddition without receiving prejudice, / 


Itis moſt remarkable, that our Saviours 
Prayers, His Sermons and the Creed, de- 
livered to us by.his Apoſtles , were roo 
med up. in farr narrower bounds then 
theſe of our times, which Eydrophe of 
ill concoRted opinions ne well'd be- 
yond their true dimenſions: many. where» 
of haye cither been brooded by, vanity 
or zntereſt.;, or el{e ignorant and _yiolens 
defendents being brought toa 'Þ Yo. by 
ſuch a$ impugy'd their "refoly" hi on 
principles, have been forc'd to 7 Ava 
theſe by-blow and--preter-intentiqnal ze- 
netsz and havit pnce oored them , 
have. thereafter judg'd chemſelyes cone 
cerned to defend; them , 1n point of 
Scholaſtick honoux. Some welk-mea- 
ning Chriſtians likewayes, do ſmerimes 
for maintenance of, what. 1s Lowell and 
pious , think, that they, may lawfully ad- 
vanceopinions, which otherwayes they 
would 
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would never have allowed of ; and as 
in nature we ſee, that the collifion of 
two hard bodies makes them rebound 
ſo much the further from one another : 
So oppoſition makes both parties fly in- 
to extremities, Thus I believe, that the 


debate 'betwixt Roman-Catbolicks and 


Proteſtants, concerning the Virgin Mary, 
have occation'd in ſome amongſt both, 
expreſſions, if not hererical, yer at leaſt 
nndecent; Whus a great many Confeſſt: 
ons of Faith become,like Noabs Ark, a re» 

e of clean and unclean : and which 
is alſo deplorable, they do, like ordinary 
Dyals,ferve only foruſe in that one meri- 
dianfor which they are calculated, atid 
by riding twenty miles ye make them he- 
terodox. 1 ſpeak not this to the diſpa- 
ragement of our own Church, (which 
reverence in all its P ts and Pra. 


ices) but to beget a bluſhing conviftion 
in ſuch as have diverted from it;and whoſe 
Conventicles, compared with our Ferſa« 
lem, reſemble only the removed huts of 
thoſe who live apart, becauſe they are 
fick of the Plague. 


lam 


44. 


as JT cz Dc cas 


A. ws ds whos « i a *" 


- cur-S$chool-diftinftions are the impreſ- 
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T arti HotVar a maze,” to ſeemen fo teng- 
cious ofcontraty' principles in Religion's 
for, oa being -vaſtatd v4 
rious, 'he ſnatches at every offered ſug- ' 
geſtion, md' if by accidene he en 
any of theſe- many, as a divine immiſſjoty, 
hetherexfrer thinks it were blaſphe 
to bring that thought tothe reſt of reaſon, 


| becauſe he hears that' faith is above: rex« 


ſon; or to relinquiſh (it , becauſe-the 
common ſuffrageof his Country vuns-it 
counter ſeeing he is taughr even by che, 
that the principals of belief muſt not” be 
choſen by the Pole. | 
And ſeeing faith is above reſon, (ulbe- 
it, as Ifaid formerly it would (cem- ow 
therwiſe) Ewonder not to fee even the 4 
beſt cemper'd Chriftians , chink thar 
which is not their own religion 20; be 
therefore rediculous, 1721 
- My delign all alongſt this Diſcourle; 
bares at the one principal , that Sprex- 
lations in Religion not are ſo neceſſary, and 
are more dangerons then ſincere prattice... It 
is in Religion as in Herauldry , the.fun- 
pler the bearingbe, icis ſa much _—_ 
rer and the ancienter, I will not ſayt 
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ous of the devils cloven fogtybue.T may 
ſay, that our piety aud. principles (carce 
Ever: grow after, they begia to. fork. in 
ſactedichoe omies; which ,like Facob and 
Eſax, divide-and;jar as ſoon az they are 
born, and betwixt whom, the poor pro- 
\pokition, our-of which boch.did (pri 
4s.like, a malefaftor, moſt, lamentably 
drag'dto pieces, Ihave endeavoured to 
demonſtrate, that dogmaticalne(s and pa- 
Talyrick ſcepticiſme, are but'the 4po. 
&rypho of true Religions -and 1 believe 
the one begets the other', as « toad be- 
gets a cockatrice: For 'the Septick per- 


ceiving, that the magiſterial Dogmatift 


erres.( a5 theſe. muſt erre ſomewhere 
who aſſert too.muchJeven in theſe things 
whereof he affirms, he is as ſure. as of 
any principle 'in Religion, ( which, is 
their ordinary ſtile) be fiading out their 
error in one of their principles, is there- 
byemboldened- co contravert all, This 
being the ſcope of this Eflay, 1 wiſh that 
theſe who read it - would expound it as 
Divines do parables, Que non ſunt argu- 
mentativa witra ſuum ſcopum, ; 
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lefsabſurd in writing againſt vanity, 
whiltt Ian fo vain''my. {eif as to write 
Books, then the Philoſophers were judge 
ed of old, for denyiug motion whilſt their) 
movy*d in their cheeks ; bus, to: 
thelemy anſxer ſhall be,that finding ma» 


co 


May, 


to ſhew my.ffrengtb barmy co 


ny ——_ in their errors;1 have,in this 


'd ' themimyaffiſtance , not: 


aſron. The 


multicuge(which albeit it hath ever been .., 
allowed:many heads,yet was vever allow» 
edany brains) will doubtle(s accuſe my 
Studies of adulcery, ' for hugging con» 
cemplations ſo excentrick to my employ, 
ment ;z to theſe my return is, that theſe 
papers are but the pairings of my other 


' . Studies, and becau 


e they were but pat- 


rings; I have flung them out into» the 
ſtreets, I wrote them in my retirements 
when I wanted both books and employ. 
-neas, and Lreſolve that this ſhall be the 
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 Liftinroad | ſhall ever make intoforreign 
contemplations.There are ſome thoughts 
in this piece which may ſeem to rebell a- 
gainſt the empire of the Schooles ; yer, 
who knows bat my watch'ga&' right, al- 
beic it agreenot with che /publick Clock 
ofche City, eſpecrally where the fun of 
gh s hath noc, by pointing 
clearly the dyal of Faith, hewed which 
of the two are inthe error 2 There are 
ſore expreſhons in it, which cenfiire may 
force to ſpeak otherwayes then they bave 
in this Di wit | gave an 
#eounr of their defrgn to eons of 
Mdlearaned Di vine'; and, ſo, it maybe 
the lines are of themſelves ſtreight;, 


jerhey lye not parrelled with egch cen» 


- furers crooked: rule. As this -Diſcoute 
mcends, for the Divines of any Church , 
all refpe& ;ſoultchatis in it, is moſt free- 
Jyſubmitrted eo their cenſure. - : 

-The Author imtended- this Diſcourſe only as 
'an 'imtroduttiou to the Staicks Morals, 
but probably , he-will , for many yeort, 
fiop bete, 
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Y the Lawes of this Country þ. 52: * 
and elſewhere, the Author meanes 
that Religion which is ſethed by Law. 

[ln other Expreſſions the Author re- 
commends himſelf co the glols of the rex 
ders charity. 
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